; yp ) \ 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


/ 


— 
Hye é 
HP 


ABSTRACTS 


1955 


Volume 6, No. 3 


ABSTRACTS 4806 — 5105 

















LIBRARY SCIENCE 
ABSTRACTS 


Edited by 
H. A. WHATLEY, F.L.A. 





VOLUME SIX NUMBER THREE 
JULY — SEPTEMBER 1955 
ABSTRACTS 4806 — 5105 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CHAUCER HOUSE, MALET PLACE, LONDON, W.C.1 








CONTENTS 


History and Philosophy of Librarianship 
Library Associations 
Professional Education .. i " ae 
Library Services : General Surveys, international wn initia 
Library Co-operation, including Union Catalogues 
National and Governmental Libraries 
University and College Libraries 
Special Libraries . . : Ba 
Public Libraries : General Surveys 
Public Libraries : Policy and Practice. . 
School Libraries 
Work with Children 
Library Extension Services ey v 
Library Architecture : Plans, furniture, lighting 
Library Materials : Audio-Visual aids, maps, periodicals 
Cataloguing, Classification, Indexing and Abstracting 
Documentation : General ne 
Documentation : Documentary Reproduction 
Documentation : Mechanical Aids 
Archives .. 
Bibliography .. = $s aie ef es ais 
Bibliographies : General Services and National Bibliographies 
Bibliographies : Subject : 
The Art of the Book : Paper, inaidies. Binding, atten 
The Book Trade 
Authors, Publishers and hihi 
Biography oe a a ss oe s <s ee oe oe 





Ray 


cont 
Lanf 


helpe 
direc 
popu 
for st 
and t 
work 
ment 
tion- 
Ident 
givin 
dram 
knov 
on a 





HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


4806 In Saxon England: Studies in the history of libraries - VII, 
Raymond Irwin. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (8) August 1955, 290-296. 


During this period, the foundations of the monastic system were laid. The 
contributions to English library history made by Bede, Alcuin, St. Dunstan and 
Lanfranc are described. 


4807 The Old Town Library, Ipswich, P. Hepworth. East Anglian Mag., 
14 (8) June 1955, 455-460. _ Illus. 


An account of the library built up from the 20 printed books and 10 mss- 
bequeathed by William Smart to the town in 1598. For most of its time the 
library was housed alongside the Free Grammar School and was under the care 
of the headmaster. Manuscript catalogues survive and the printed version 
of 1799 recorded between 800-900 vols. Originally composed of theology and 
sermons, later additions from local men included general science, county histories, 
geography and history, including the first modern atlas produced by the Dutch- 
man, Ortelius, in 1595. Although there have been no additions for 150 years, 
the library is well preserved and only needs a suitable exhibition room. 


4808 The new role of the library in adult education, John Chancellor. 
Pub. Libs., 9 (2) May 1955, 29-30. 

Librarianship has passed through three stages : (i) collectorship and custodian- 
ship ; (ii) distribution ; (iii) extension services, readers’ advisory service and adult 
education, such that today a new kind of “‘making available” becomes necessary, 
ie., the presentation of knowledge in more convenient form by the re-interpre- 
tation, translation, condensation, and recording of it. To be successful this 
service of the effective diffusion of knowledge will require : (i) an extensive 
staff of mature interpreters adept in reference work who will perhaps work more 
outside the library than within ; (ii) the new objective to dominate the whole 
library ; (iii) new uses for printed matter and all kinds of recordings must be 
found ; (iv) an integrated library service giving complete coverage ; (v) co- 
operation with other agencies working for popular enlightenment, e.g. press, 
publishing, films, radio, advertising, social, religious and educational organizations; 
vi) new drives for recruitment. 


4809 Third function of library service, S. R. Ranganathan. Granthalaya, 
1 (6) June 1955, 5-7. 

The library profession has up to now helped humanity in two ways. It has 
helped to harness unoccupied leisure-time which might otherwise have been 
directed to hatred, tension and intrigue. In recent times the balance between 
population pressure and the natural and the near-natural commodities needed 
for subsistence has been upset in many countries. To keep ahead in production 
and trade more and more efforts to avoid wasteful duplication have led to team- 
work and the need for each worker to be kept fully informed. Thus has docu- 
mentation service arisen. Now, an even greater threat to existence—annihila- 
tion—appears. Men are beginning to see the need to discover the fundamental 
Identity in men and here a new species of library is needed, a Contact library 
giving a service of books embodying the spontaneous warblings of soul—poets, 
dramatists, seers, mystics—and which will require a new technique, as yet un- 
known and undiscovered. Then nations will meet and understand each other 
on a much higher plane than they do at present. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


4810 The role of the Library Association of Australia in the develop- 
ment of libraries in New South Wales, C. E. Smith. Aust. Lib. J., 4 (2) 
April 1955, 52-56. 

The history of library development in N.S.W. during the past twenty years 
is reviewed, beginning with the publication of the Munn-Pitt Report, which 
declared that there were very few libraries of an acceptable standard in Australia. 
Two bodies were set up in consequence, (i) the Free Library Movement, which 
achieved its object with the passing of the Library Act of 1939 and soon after 
came to an end ; (ii) the Australian Institute of Librarians, which in 1944 began to 
examine and issue certificates. In 1949 membership of the Institute was broadened 
to include representatives of governing authorities and the name changed to the 
Library Association of Australia. New South Wales has been constituted a 
branch of the Association ; there are also state divisions of the Association’s 
sections for Public Libraries, Special Libraries, and Library Work with Children 
and Young People. Values of membership are pointed out and an appeal made 
for a greater number of active members. 


4811 The reorganisation of the Library Association, K. C. Harrison. 
Librarian, 44 (4) April 1955, 61-64. 

There are too many Branches, Sections, Divisions and Groups in the Library 
Association and now there is a proposal for a Municipal Libraries Section, thus 
putting a greater strain on the Association’s resources. The author suggests 
reorganization into three main sections—Public, Special and University and 
Research, with subsections in the Public Libraries Section for county, youth and 
reference librarians, and in the Special Libraries Section for medical and govern- 
ment department librarians. The Association of Assistant Librarians should be 
discontinued, its educational work to be carried on by the Library Association. 
The present geographical boundaries of Branches need alteration and the con- 
stitution of Branch committees should be based on the three Sections. 


4812 [The A.A.L.: past, present and future]. Asst. Lib., 48 (4) April 
3955. 

This issue celebrates the Diamond Jubilee of the A.A.L. W. C. Berwick 
Sayers recalls early concern over training of librarians. The personalities 
associated with the A.A.L.’s early years are mentioned. A symposium on the 
future of the A.A.L. includes contributions against and for the continued exist- 
ence of the A.A.L. by F. G. B. Hutchings and W. Tynemouth respectively. 
Articles from early issues of the Library Assistant are reprinted in abridged form 


4813 [The future of the A.A.L.]. J. S. Bristow. Asst. Lib., 48 (6) June 
1955, 101-106. 

The second half of the Presidential Address ; the first half reviewing the history 
of the A.A.L. is not reprinted. The charge that the A.A.L. is now redundant is 
refuted; it can be justified only when the L.A. does better what is now being 
done by the A.A.L. Criticisms of the L.A. are that it neglects its authority 
members, its annual conference is badly planned, its examinations should be 
open to all willing to pay full cost of examination and that membership should 
be granted only to chartered librarians and institutions. New developments 
in the management of the A.A.L. correspondence courses and publications are 
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mentioned. The A.A.L. and the L.A. have the means to exist separately. More 
active participation in the work of the L.A. by authority members could achieve 
much in the sphere of library economy. 


4814 Il IX Congresso Nazionale dell’Associazione Italiana per le 
Biblioteche. [Ninth National Congress of the Italian Library Association.] 
Accad. e Bibl. d'Italia, 22 (5-6) September-December 1954, 321-526. 

At the ninth Congress, held at Cesena from 3-7 October 1954 papers on the 
following subjects were presented : (i) proposals for the new regulations con- 
cerning State libraries ; (ii) widening the service given to the reading public ; 
(ii) functions of the Soprintendenze Bibliografiche. To show that problems 
common to all are to simplify, to organize and to develop the various services 
of the libraries. The papers and debates were reported in full and other subjects 
discussed were university libraries and the work of the Union Catalogue. 


PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


4815 Librarianship as a profession, Elizabeth Magee. Ontario Lib. Rev., 
39 (2) May 1955, 69-73. 

The hallmarks of a profession are education (i.e. general academic background 
plus specialized study), group organization, the ideal of service, and the dissemi- 
nation of professional knowledge. At present, library education is not sufficiently 
regulated according to an accepted standard, and the various associations include 
not only qualified librarians but all who work in libraries. To qualify fully 
asa profession, librarianship needs an increased sense of service, a definite classi- 
fication of jobs in libraries, a less inclusive (i.e. wholly professional) association, 
and a better relationship with the public. 


16 The graduate in librarianship, D. J. Foskett. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 
6) June 1955, 213-218. 

The subject is discussed under three broad headings : (i) the qualifications 
of graduates ; (ii) the role of librarian ; and (iii) status on the staff. The main 
problem arises in public libraries and it is essential that graduates are not employed 
on routine non-professional duties. As it may become more necessary for lib- 


rarians to be graduates, so also it is desirable that graduates should hold professional 
qualifications. 


417 Our library schools, W. B. Paton. Asst. Lib., 48 (5) May 1955, 
1-92, 

A refutation of much of an earlier article (See LSA 4475) by the Chairman 
ofthe L.A. Education Committee. The assertion that chief librarians and students 
ae critical of the schools is denied. The competence of lecturers is defended, 
the qualities required of them not necessarily being those required in executive 
librarianship. The recently published full list of examiners does not reveal any 
differences of calibre between them and lecturers. 
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4818 More about our library schools, Thomas Clearwater. Asst. Lib, 
48 (6) June 1955, 117-118. 

(See LSA 4817). Three points are restated : (i) that lecturers should be able 
to resume practising librarianship, (ii) the apparent inability of the schools to 
enrich professional studies—-fewer and larger schools may be the solution and 
(iii) lack of opportunity for lecturers to test by practice their critical and evaluative 
approach. 


4819 A view of the Final Examination, Leonard E. Taylor. Asst. Lib, 
48 (8) August 1955, 139. 

A brief plea for improvement. ‘‘Minimum qualification” passes are deplored. 
It is suggested that two passes at advanced level and two or three at ordinary 
(present) level would raise the standard of this L.A. examination. 


4820 Teaching in the Japan Library School, Everett T. Moore. Coll. 
and Res. Libs., 16 (3) July 1955, 250-253. 

The library school was established at Keio University (founded 1858), Tokyo, 
in 1951 by the occupation government in association with the American Library 
Association. From 1952 the Rockefeller Foundation gave funds for five years 
on the basis of a gradually reduced American faculty and an increased Japanese 
one until the university was able to take full responsibility. Since few American 
librarians know or speak Japanese the teaching has been done through interpreters 
aided by duplicated copies of outlines of lectures. The need in Japan is not so 
much for new libraries, as for the creation of a more effective service and a greater 
recognition of the value of libraries particularly in schools and universities. The 
present librarians are either members of the teaching staffs or are only equivalent 
to office workers. The change will only come when the teaching methods in 
universities, based on formal lectures, give way to informal methods in which 
books become necessities in training. A library ‘workshop’ was a revelation 
to the students in the library school. 


4821 Registration Rules. N.Z. Libs., 18 (3) April 1955, 63-68. 

“Rules for the institution and granting of Associateships and Fellowships of 
the New Zealand Library Association as adopted at the Annual Meeting held at 
Wanganui on Friday, 25th February 1955.” 


4822 Moscow State Institute for Librarians, Nikolai Kovalev. Librarian, 
44 (3) March 1955, 51-52. 

The Molotov State Institute for Librarians, founded in 1930, provides a 
four-year course to some 1,200 students in four departments. It is also a biblio- 
graphical and library research centre and has a library of 130,000 vols. All 
students receive state grants and+there are additional grants and scholarships 
for the outstanding. Graduates have usually obtained a post before leaving the 
Institute. New premises are planned. The Institute also maintains an evening 
college and correspondence service, both leading to State diplomas equal to those 
obtained by full time students. 


4823 Education for librarianship : a lively issue. Lib. World, 56 (659) 
May 1955, 186-188. 

A brief report of a meeting sponsored by the Council of National Library 
Associations Joint Committee on Library Education, held in Chicago in January 
1955. 
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4824 Education for Armed Forces librarianship, Louis Shores. South- 
eastert Lib., 5 (2) Summer 1955, 58-63. 


In the modern war of ideologies, librarianship is an occupation of destiny and 
library service to the Armed Forces is a vital necessity in the discovery of better 
ideas. To be effective Armed Forces librarians must be acquainted with audio- 
visual materials, bibliotherapy, documentation (the liberal view of library service 
in which librarians not only locate sources but actually participate in research, 
eg. abstracting, and anticipating enquiries), bibliographic assistance to instructors 
inthe classroom. Other innovations are gadgets, e.g. jet propulsion for charging 
devices, radar for print transmission, aircraft for bookmobile service, electronic 
devices for such processes as book charging or facsimile reproduction. It is 
suggested that a basic course in librarianship should be followed by a special 
course for Armed Forces librarians. The subjects to be included are mentioned ; 
the methods of training, and the early recruitment and subsequent assignment 
of librarians are outlined. 


4825 How bookish should a librarian be? Chase Dane. Aust. Lib J., 
4(1) January 1955, 16-18. 


It is usually assumed that a chief librarian cannot be both a good bookman 
and a good administrator. The conflict exists not only between two types of 
men but between two philosophies of librarianship, the humanitarian and the 
scientific. The bookman, it is argued, has inherited the humanitarian outlook 
of the 18th and 19th centuries and is more interested in books than in people, 
in preservation rather than use. The success of science and technology in the 
2th century has resulted in the growing importance of the scientific attitude, 
with its emphasis on use ; this change of emphasis has accentuated the need for 
administrators over bookmen in libraries. It is further argued that the size and 
complexity of modern libraries demand an administrator rather than the old- 
fashioned scholar and booklover, that the demands made on the modern librarian 
4a community leader leave him little time for reading and that ifneceessary the 
administrator can hire a scholar. The conclusion is that while we need men who 
combine both capabilities the future seems to lie with the administrator. 


826 Erfahrungen mit der Sonderausbildung. [Experience with Special 
Training Courses]. Konrad Kratzsch. Bibliothekar, 9 (7) July 1955, 386-393. 


While ordinary courses are designed for new entrants to the profession before 
they start work in a library, the Special Training Courses are only for those already 
mployed. Conditions of acceptance include the passing of an Entrance Exam- 
mation in general knowledge, sociology, literature and general suitability. 
Age limit is from 25 to 50. The final examination is the same as that for the 
adinary course, the subjects being : dialectical materialism, political economy, 
history with special reference to working class movements in Germany and 
the USSR, political and economic geography, German language, methods of 
tudy, history of German literature, world literature, Soviet literature, cultural 
ocial work, bibliography of juvenile and non-fiction literature, bibliography 
ofbelles lettres and periodical literature, psychology and education, library science, 
library administration, history and make-up of the book, publishing, cataloguing. 
The course takes three years with a changing emphasis from sociology, literature 
0 bibliography and librarianship. Seven months each year are devoted to 
pivate study prescribed in detail by tutors who must be consulted regularly. 
There are a number of intermediate examinations. 
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4827 Memorandum on the training of secondary school librarians, 
Sch. Lib., 7 (4) March 1955, 258-263. 

This memorandum has been drawn up by representatives of the Library Asso- 
ciation, and the School Library Association after consultation with H.M. In- 
spectors. The following are the main headings : (i) The need for some special 
study ; (ii) The functions of the school librariar ; (ili) The fields of study : 
(a) Books and childrer ; (b) Organization of the school library ; (c) Technical 
skill required of the school librarian ; (d) Use of the library in the life and work 
of the school ; (iv) Standards ; (v) Varieties of course and allocation of time ; 
(vi) Conclusion. 


4828 Library work with young people: the North-Western Poly- 
technic Course, Jeffery L. Tillett, Sch. Lib., 7 (4) March 1955, 263-265. 

This course was organized for public librarians engaged in work with children 
and for school librarians, under the auspices of the Youth Libraries Section of 
the Library Association, to run for six weeks frcm April to June 1954, at the 
North-Western Polytechnic, London. Thirty students, mainly from public 
libraries, were admitted to the course. The programme included lectures, 
visits, written work, practical work in speech training and story telling. A 
criticism of the teacher-librarian was that the course attempted too much for 
their needs. 


4829 But wouldn’t you like to be a librarian : Mildred M. Gantt. 
Wilson Lib. Bull., 29 (10) June 1955, 785, 787. 

A short annotated list of eight fiction titles of books about libraries, written 
by librarians. The selection is intended to give high school seniors and college 
freshmen an understanding and appreciation of library work with a view to 
encouraging recruitment to the profession. 


4830 How to secure and keep a library job, Kathleen B. Stebbins. 
Lib. J., 80 (11) June 1, 1955, 1289-1293. Illus., bibliog. 

Knowing how to go after a job and get it is important but knowing whether 
to is just as important. An outline of the questions to be asked about a job is 
given. Other points considered are: (i) Must you move ? (ii) The salary, 
(iii) Do you need a change ? (iv) The interview (v) The application. 


4831 The recruitment of medical librarians, Edward C. Roeber. Bull. 
Med. Lib. Assn., 43 (3) July 1955, 394-396. 

The selection of recruits on a basis of quality (i.e. aptitude, interests, and other 
traits associated with successful and satisfied workers in the profession) is out- 
standingly the best method. Potential recruits must be reached with an authen- 
tic picture of the medical librarian and his profession at all stages. Suggestions 
are:—(i) Films showing personal glimpses of librarians “‘as people’; (ii) Record- 
ings giving impressions of training, and of the work patterns of the profession ; 
(iii) Printed matter—both “‘eye-catchers” and comprehensive introductions to 
the profession; (iv) Addresses and interviews which go beyond mere statistics 
of salaries and hours of work, to give a vivid picture of the librarian in training 
and at work. In the past, efficient contact has not been made with the right 
people to pass it on, viz. vocational guidance counsellors in schools. There is 
need for publicity in their professional journa!s, or by personal contact. 
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4832 Recruitment and education for medical librarians, Mary Prescott 
Parsons. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 43 (3) July 1955, 397-401. References. 


Four milestones in professional education for medical librarians were the 
Conference on Library Education (Princeton, 1948), the M.L.A. Code for the 
Training and Certification of Medical Librarians (1949), the Chicago University 
workshop on ““The Core of Education for Librarianship” (1953), and the report 
of the Subcommittee on Special Library Education (1954) arising from the 1948 
conference. The section on medical librarianship of this last report was written 
by Mary L. Marshall who specially recommended wide study of languages and 
the sciences, at the undergraduate level. At graduate (library school) level 
special subjects recommended were medical terminology, classification, subject 
cataloguing, bibliography, library administration, and a study of the many highly- 
specialised types of medical libraries. 

The author, who is on the staff of the Department of Library Science at Michi- 
gan University, describes the opportunities available there for medical librarians 
to qualify in accordance with these specifications, at three levels (M.A., Advanced 
M.A., Ph.D.). However, she solicits the help of the M.L.A. in nominating 
suitable candidates who are sure that medical librarianship is the field in which 
they want to specialise. A two-year programme for the B.S. in L.S. would 
enable them to take a basic course in librarianship, subject courses in science or 
medicine, and a six-months’ internship. 


4833 Compensation of law library personnel in 1955, A. Elizabeth Holt. 
Law Lib. J., 48 (3) August 1955, 219-225. 
Tables showing the remuneration of law library staff in the U.S.A. 


4834 Democracy in the library, B. M. Headicar. Lib. World, 56 (657) 
March 1955, 143-146. 


Notwithstanding the many changes which have taken place in libraries during 
the last thirty years, there is still a special need today for in-service training. 
Much requires to be done to provide for all the staff some notice of the functions 
of the library and the public it serves. Authorities should establish efficient 
machinery for informing, and being informed by, the staff on matters of policy 
and staff welfare. In the small library personal contacts can easily be developed ; 
in the large library there can be visits by the chief librarian and committee 
members, staff meetings, and all staff members encouraged to make useful sug- 
gestions. A librarian’s career should be based on a system of academic in- 
struction and professional in-training. 


4835 In large, or small, libraries : W. C. Berwick Sayers. Lib. World, 
56 (659) May 1955, 179-182 ; 57 (661) July 1955, 5-8. 

An account of the author’s early career in librarianship to illustrate the oppor- 
tunity cffered to the assistant in the small library to do every task the ordinary 
library affords. The assistant in the large library can see in operation a great 
machine of many parts which can create its own special librarians, and one of 
these posts is the ultimate prospect of those who remain there. The chance of 
becoming Chief is remote and is much greater inasmalllibrary. Smaller towns 
have a closer social life and influence in contrast to the choice afforded by the 
large city. The author quotes personal experiences to illustrate the advantage 
of beginning a career in a small library. 
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4836 Public speaking for librarians, Ernest A. Savage. Lib. World, 
56 (658) April 1955, 159-164. 

Library Association Branch and Section Meetings afford more opportunities 
for public speaking than the large annual conference. Read speeches are not 
liked ; only when pre-printed digests of papers remove the necessity of having 
them read will discussion be lively. The annual conference programme could 
be drawn up by a special committee which would advertise for speakers and 
offer fees for their services. Proficient speakers have precise ends in view; 
they speak earnestly, order facts and arguments intelligibly, are sure of their 
facts and timing—and don’t speak too often. Voice, sincerity and personality 
are together irresistible. These qualities should be the aim of the Library 
Association and its members. 


4837 TheGreenwood Library for Librarians, A. L. Smyth. Asst. Lib, 
48 (7) July 1955, 122-124. References. 

Thomas Greenwood, trade magazine publisher and advocate of public lib- 
raries transferred to Manchester Public Libraries in 1905 his collection of 10,000 
books on library economy, bibliography, printing and book production. A 
bequest of £5,000 was made to keep the library alive. Itnownumbers 20,000 
books plus periodicals, plans, pamphlets, etc. Besides historical material, there 
are many bibliographical publications and specimens. Details of loan services 
are given in the Library Association Year Book. 


4838 Standards for professional library periodicals, Leon Carnovsky. 
A.L.A. Lib. Per. Newsl., 2 (1) January 1955, 1-6. 

If librarians find library periodicals dull it is probably due to the multiplication 
of periodicals in recent years and the poor quality of many of the articles that 
are needed to keep the periodicals alive. Fewer periodicals would tend to crowd 
out the inferior articles. Editors should insist on a minimum quality of writing, 
grammar and style, accuracy in citation, data, quotations and bibliographies. 
They should distinguish the valid from the spurious, the honest from the phoney, 
and aim to meet their readers on their level and also to introduce them to some- 
thing new, reporting the growth and evolution of the profession. The purpose 
and nature of reviews is also discussed. (Cf. LSA 4382). 


4839 British library periodicals, John L. Nolan. A.L.A. Lib. Per. Newsl, 
2 (1) January 1955, 7-11. 

A critical commentary on the Library Association Record, Assistant Librarian, 
Aslib Proceedings, Aslib Information, Journal of Documentation, Library Science 
Abstracts, School Librarian, Library Review, Library World, Librarian, and brief 
references to the British Museum Quarterly, Bodleian Library Record, Nationdl 
Library of Wales Journal, John Rylands Library Bulletin, The Library, local journal 
and news sheets and some general periodicals of interest to librarians. Conclude 
that there are many reseniblances between American and British library period 
cals, although the approach, the emphasis, style and presentation are different. 
Moreover there are too many library periodicals in both countries but as long 3 
they reflect a sense of professional responsibility their existence may be justified. 


4840 The need for an institute for advanced library research, Harty 
Bach. Wilson Lib. Bull., 29 (9) May 1955, 709,711. 
Some of the problems that need to be defined, studied and solved are: the 
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frightening growth of the public catalogue, the haphazard interpretation of the 
importance and potentialities of photo-reproduction, the sometimes hazy concepts 
of the function of library buildings, the unclear role of library associations, the 
slow progress in the direction of regional, national and international co-operation. 
Persons enrolling in the institute would differ from those of graduate library 
schools in that they would work in independent areas of their own choosing 
unhampered by school restrictions. They would be chosen on the basis of the 
value of their past contributions to the profession and on evidence of original 
capacity. They would attend on leaves of absence with a monthly stipend of 
$200-300. The library association might appoint a committee to study the 
proposal and suggest how such an institute might be organized and financed. 


LIBRARY SERVICES 


4841 Impressions of librarianship in Austria, Henry Miller Madden. 
Coll. and Res. Libs., 16 (3) July 1955, 254-257. 


This American observer was impressed most by the “‘abyss’”’ between scientific 
and public libraries, by the fact that there are more interlibrary loans, in propor- 
tion to the population, in Austria than in America, and by the personal attain- 
ments of the librarians. Dr. Stummvoll, the director general of the National 
Library of Austria, “is fluent in Swedish and Turkish, a doctor of philosophy 
and a doctor of engineering, a virtuoso on the accordion, and a connoisseur of 

” 
wines”’. 


4842 Libraries across Canada. Can. Lib. Assn. Bull., 11 (6) June 1955, 
300-308. Illus. 


Brief accounts of the important legislation and developments in each of the 
Canadian provinces between 1944 and 1954. 


4843 La U.N.E.S.C.O. y su accién en la actividad bibliotecaria : 
como approvechar en Cuba los beneficios de sus programas. [Unesco 
and its action in library activity : how Cuba can benefit from its programmes]. 
Carlos Victor Penna. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 5 (2) June 1953, 30-41. _ Bibliog. 


Three departments cover Unesco library activity—Public Library Development, 
Bibliography and Documentation, and Interchange of Publications. Activities 
undertaken include the pilot library schemes at Delhi and Medellin, national 
bibliographic groups, publication of a Bulletin for Libraries, an investigation into 
the cost of books, a census of book production between 1937-1950, attempts to 
free books and allied material from duty, the book-coupon scheme. Library . 
development in Latin America was the subject of a conference organized by the 
Organization of American States jointly with Unesco and held in 1951 at San 
Paulo. The full text of the recommendations of the conference are appended. 
As regards Cuba, more use should be made of the facilities for the interchange of 
periodicals ; the part to be played by libraries in the problem of illiteracy should 
be considered ; finally the Cuban library schools and professional organizations 
are invited to cooperate with Unesco in forwarding and publicizing its work 
for libraries. 
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4844 English and German libraries : a comparison, W. Reuter. Asst. 
Lib., 48 (7) July 1955, 125-126. 

Differences between university and public libraries of both countries are 
briefly considered, e.g., classification, provision of catalogues, closed and open 
access. British reference and children’s libraries and longer opening hours 
are praised. German financial restrictions on libraries are blamed for the 
generally lower level of service. 


4845 Notes on Indonesia, J. D. Van Pelt. Aust. Lib. J., 4 (2) April 1955, 
62-65. 


It is urged that with the emergence of the Philippines and Indonesia as in- 
dependent nations, these countries should precede India and China in biblio- 
graphical importance in Australian libraries. A type of Farmington Plan is 
suggested, covering at first Indonesia and the Philippines and eventually perhaps 
the whole of the Pacific. The Indonesian Mass Education Service is outlined, 
with its corollary the Mass Education Library System. Standards of book 
production are low. Most books are printed in the official Indonesian language, 
some in local dialects and in European languages. Dutch is no longer taught in 
schools, yet a mass of scholarly publication exists in that language. The national 
bibliography is the Berita Bulanan (Monthly News) published by the Kantor 
Bibliografie National (National Bibliographic Bureau) from January 1953 onwards. 


4846 Als Bibliotheksexperte der Unesco in Iran. [As librarian expert 
of Unesco in Iran]. Sigmund Frauendorfer. Biblos, 4 (2) 1955, 51-57. 
Photos. 


Continues the work begun by Stummvoll (See LSA 3377) concentrating on 
the libraries of the Faculties of Technology and Natural sciences and later Agri- 
culture (cataloguing, re-classification and re-arrangement). The writer’s other 
main activity was the holding of a refresher course for young librarians and 
students. 


4847 The camera looks at Philadelphia libraries, Anne F. Sturtevant. 
Lib. J., 80 (12) June 15th, 1955 1436-1441. _ Illus. 


Some two dozen photographs of the interiors and exteriors of a number of 
Philadelphia libraries with a short note on each. 


4848 In the Ministry of culture of the RSFSR (Russian Socialist Federal 
Soviet Republic) Bibliotckar’ (USSR) (5) May 1955, 21-23. 

Comrade M. Zueva, Minister of culture, gave an address in Moscow, 10 
March, upon the decisions of the January session of the Central committee of 
the USSR Communist party, to the ministers, directors and deputies of provinces, 
towns and regions. The tasks, she said, were to popularise knowledge of village 
economy and improve the cultural service to the workers there (especially on 
mass-political work in the village, and initiative and discipline and socialist 
competition), and to teach the best agricultural methods and what is expected of 
them. During 1954 the Ministry of culture had used printing, radio, cinema, 
lectures, and all kinds of club and library work to this end. In 1949 there were 
in the RSFSR 7,786 village libraries, and in 1955 26,750 ; every village soviet 
should have one, and the collective farms should have seminars and courses for 
young specialists ; the difficulties were both leadership and also the maintenance 
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of a high standard of service, of bookstock, and catalogues. Other speakers 
stressed the work of Red Corners and Homes of Culture in Krasnodar, Ryazan, 
Smolensk and the Altai. 


4849 Reformer’s nightmare, H. A. Whatley. Asst. Lib., 48 (8) August 
1955, 146-148. 

A utopian picture of libraries in Britain in the 1980s when a Ministry of Infor- 
mation and Libraries has been established and co-ordinated all library services 
as the result of the valuable services rendered to industry. Present day waste, 
duplication and inefficiency are replaced by integrated services, subject specialisa- 
tion and the full development of bibliographical centres. The librarian has 
acquired an elevated status such that there is no shortage of recruits to the pro- 
fession. Other points envisaged and discussed are state control, state aid, library 
planning, centralised cataloguing, routines, and professional education. 


LIBRARY CO-OPERATION, including union catalogues 


4850 Library co-operation in the British Isles, Ralph T. Esterquest 
ACRL Monographs, (12) March 1955, 24 p. 

A description, with critical observations, by the Director of the Midwest 
Inter-Library Center, Chicago, of the cooperative schemes in existence in the 
British Isles for the lending and purchase of books. Included are notes on the 
British National Bibliography and the British Union Catalogue of Periodicals. The 
descriptions are varied in length according to the literature already available on 
the schemes. The author concludes that public libraries have benefited more 
from the various schemes than have university libraries, and that the latter should 
give more consideration to cooperative purchasing schemes, book repositories 
and other aspects of cooperation. 


4851 Die Lenkung des auswartigen Leihverkehrs durch den Zentral- 
katalog der wissenschaftlichen Bibliotheken des Landes Nordrhein- 
Westfalen. [Directing interlending by means of the union catalogue of 
academic libraries of North-Rhine Westphalia]. Ernst A. Drawert. Mitteil- 
ungsblatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen) N.F. 5 (3) 1 May 1955, 61-62. 

Since July 15th 1954 part of the union catalogue (A-J) has been in use. An 
average of 1,600 requests per month have been handled, of which 65% were 
located. Of these 40% had only one location and 25% only two. Now 50% 
of requests are satisfied within 10 days, 75% within 14 days and 95% within 18 
days. Formerly 80% of requests took three weeks to satisfy. 


4852 Der auswirtige Leihverkehr in Nordrhein-Westfalen im 
Rechnungsjahr 1954-55. [Interlibrary lending in North Rhine-Westphalia 
in the year 1954-55]. Werner Krieg. Méitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen), 
N.F. 5 (4), 1 July 1955, 77-84. Tables. 

With two extra libraries taking part, the total figures are 182,496 requests 
received from all parts of Germany and 86,825 sent out ; 71,699 volumes were 
lent and 72,982 borrowed. This represents an increase of 19% on volumes 
lent and 17% on requests received. The use of the union catalogue has increased 
the number of books lent by some libraries. The subsidy granted by the Minister 
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of Education to the main libraries has helped to keep down the cost of the service 
to its users. Interlending could be speeded up by the use of more staff, by 
greater bibliographical accuracy and by the compilation of more union lists. 


4853 Technisch-naturwissenschaftliche Literatur im auswartigen 
Leihverkehr. [The interlending of technical-scientific literature]. Gerhart 
Lohse. Méitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen) N.F. 5 (3) 1 May 1955, 62-66. 
Tables. 

Comparison of statistics shows that the technical libraries themselves make 
but little use of their own interlending system, the majority of requests coming 
from general academic and municipal libraries. It follows that requests from 
these libraries would be better sent to the union catalogue in Cologne. 


NATIONAL AND GOVERNMENTAL LIBRARIES 


4854 Suomen tieteellisten kirjastojen opas uutena painoksena. [A 
new edition of the Guide to the Scientific Libraries of Finland]. Kirjastolehti, 
48 (5) May-June 1955, 122-123. 

Includes 282 libraries as against 215 in the first edition, the newcomers being 
mostly industrial libraries. Information regarding inter-library loans has been 
added. 


4855 Verfassung und Bibliothek. [Constitution and library]. Peter 
Karstedt. Z.f.Bib.u.Bib., 2 (1) 1955, 1-20. 


The present structure of the German library system has its roots in the con- 
stitutional history of the 19th century. In contrast to the U.S.A., which has its 
parliamentary library developed into a national library alongside small state 
libraries, Germany, and in particular the Federal Republic, has important state 
libraries in each Land and no significant national or parliamentary library. Even 
the Prussian State Library was not a true national library. The possibility of 
establishing a national library within the constitution of western Germany is 
examined. 


4856 Fiinfzig Jahre Zentrale Auskunftserteilung. [Fifty years Central 
Information Bureau]. Heinrich Roloff. Z.f.Bib., 69 (5-6) May-June 1955, 
167-188. Tables. 

The first part traces the history and work of the Bureau since its formation 
in 1905 (in connection with the Gesamtkatalog) up to 1945. The second part 
deals with its organisation and activities since its reconstruction in 1945 when it 
became a major department of the Deutsche Staatsbibliothek (German National 
Library). The work of the bureau is statistically analyzed. In 1954, for instance, 
it dealt with 2,375 written and 5,486 oral inquiries. There were 5,069 title 
queries, 244 subject inquiries, and 175 requests for reading lists. Largely con- 
cerned with the compilation of bibliographies it is responsible for such works as 
the Adressenverzeichnis deutscher Bibliotheken (Directory of German Libraries) or 
the Gesamtverzeichnis der auslandischen Zeitschriften (Union catalogue of foreign 
periodicals). Co-operation with German—and some foreign—libraries is an 
important feature. 
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4857 Great British libraries—V : The British Museum Library. T.L.S. 
54 (2781) June 17, 1955, 338 ; 54 (2782) June 24, 1955, 356. (By permission). 

The dissolution of the medieval libraries aroused protests and demands that a 
suitable library should be set up to preserve surviving books. Nothing was done 
until an Act of Parliament accepted the collections of Sir Hans Sloane after his 
death in 1753, together with those of Robert and Edward Harley, Sir Robert 
Cotton and Major Arthur Edwards, and established a board of trustees to govern 
the museum. Its first home was Montague House, Bloomsbury, which 
stood on the site of the present buildings. The outstanding collections acquired 
during the centuries are detailed. Legal deposit after 1757 was not systematically 
exercised. Greater use of the library began in the early 19th century and 
criticisms of the services and administration led to Select Committees of Inquiry 
in 1833, 1836, 1847-49. The influence of Sir Anthony Panizzi, Keeper of 
Printed Books 1837-56, in improving the resources of the library, applying 
more vigorously the privilege of legal deposit, expanding the buildings and the 
erection of the Reading Room, and the preparation of a new and better catalogue, 
has been of outstanding value. A subject index to accessions became urgent 
and has been issued since 1880. Further expansion has taken place, notably 
the erection of a store for newspapers at Colindale, north London, in 1905. The 
period 1918-39 was one of congestion and inadequate funds, some reconstruction 
and enlargement. A new edition of the General Catalogue of Printed Books was 
published. Progress was delayed by the Second World War and heavy damage 
sustained (250,000 books lost in 1941 ; 30,000 bound volumes of newspapers 
in 1940). Today, further expansion is urgently needed when each year’s 
accessions require 1} miles of shelving. A new building near the present one 
is under discussion. The policy of selective acquisition from the intake by legal 
deposit, and systematic discarding has been considered and rejected, as also 
has the idea of sole dependence on micro-reproductions. The part which the 
British Museum Library plays in co-operative bibliographical projects, e.g. 
National Central Library, British National Bibliography, British Union Catalogue 
of Periodicals, and in aiding students unable to visit the library is outlined. Details 
are given of the Department of Manuscripts and its collections. 


4858 The National Research Development Corporation, B. J. A. Bard. 
Aslib Proc., 7 (2) May 1955, 84-91. 

N.R.D.C. is a public corporation financed by Treasury loans and whose 
function is to develop and exploit inventions resulting from research carried 
out primarily by public bodies but including private firms and inventors. Its 
operations are not restricted to any particular scientific or technological field 
and, with certain exceptions, is free to assist in any way the development of an 
invention between the laboratory stage and its readiness for use or production. 
Arrangements for development of inventions sponsored by N.R.D.C. are described 
and an outline given of current projects. 


4859 Patents and the Patent Office Library, F. W. Gravell. Aslib Proc., 
7 (2) May 1955, 92-100. 

The Patent Office regulates the granting of Letters Patent which secure for 
inventors exclusive manufacturing rights in their inventions for 16 years. The 
Office publishes specifications and provides complete sets for reference both in 
the Patent Office and in 21 depository libraries in the U.K. The publications 
available for assisting both general and specific subject searches are described. 
The open access reference library of the Patent Office is freely available to the 
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public. Its stock comprises world patent literature, an extensive collection of 
scientific periodicals and text books ; the fact and date of the appearance on its 
shelves of a publication can, moreover, be of legal significance. 


4860 Centenario della Corsiniana. [Centenary of the Corsiniana Library]. 
Ada Alessandrini. Accad. e Bibl. d’ Italia, 22 (3-4) May-August 1954, 225-239, 
Illus. 

The second anniversary of the opening to the public of the Corsiniana Library 
(1754-1954) was celebrated last year. The library, set up and supported by 
various patrons, was founded in the 17th century and later transferred by Cardinal 
Neri Corsini the Younger to the Corsini Palace on the Lungara, arranged on 
shelves in the rooms and then, in 1754, opened to the public. Given in 1883 by 
Prince Tommaso Corsini to the Accademia dei Lincei, by the wish of the donor, 
it has retained its separate identity, its character as a public library and its.own 
building. Regarded as a section of the library of the Accademia dei Lincei, it 
represents, perhaps, the largest collection both as regards value and importance 
(about 43,000 volumes, 2,300 incunabula, 3,000 mss.). Other sections of the 
library belonging to the Accademia dei Lincei are (i) the main Accademia 
library, particularly important for the original stock of the first Lincei and for 
the collection of the publications of Italian and foreign Academies ; (ii) the 
oriental section ; (iii) the archaeological section; (iv) the section con- 
taining the stock of the former Accademia d'Italia. A catalogue is being com- 
piled of the mss. belonging to the Corsiniana library and the Lincei and will 
soon be published in Indici e Cataloghi beginning with the 415 mss. of the Rossi 
foundation. In all the stock includes 2,600 Corsiniani mss., 252 codices in the 
Oriental Section and about 200 mss. in the Archivio dei Lincei. 


4861 [The Biblioteca Nacional]. Bol. Dir. Gen., 4 (27) March-April 
1955, 2-84. Illus., plans. 

This number of the Boletin is devoted to various aspects of the Spanish national 
library : its history as an institution and as a building, the work of its depart- 
ments, and plans for future building and re-organization. A supplement lists 
the prize-winning bibliographies that the library has published 1857-1952. 


4862 The Saltykov-Shchedrin State Library, Leningrad, Olga 
Golubeva. Book Collector, 4 (2) Summer 1955, 99-109. Plates. 

A brief but thoroughly documented description of the bibliographical treasures 
in the library. These include the largest collection of Old Russian mss. (there 
are 11,000 documents from the 13th to 17th centuries on the status of the peasants 
and craftsmen), the Soviet Union’s largest collection of music and Western msss 
(including 5,000 holograph documents of noted Russian personalities of the 18th. 
and 19th centuries as well as thousands of foreign autographs) and half of all the 
Greek mss. in the USSR. The incunabula comprises one tenth of al! recorded 
15th century titles. Mention is also made of an almost complete collection of 
Aldine editions of the 15th and 16th centuries, of many books from the presses 
of the Elzevirs ; of Voltaire’s library ; and of the large collection of Bibles. 
(See LSA 3652). 

4863 New charging system at the California State Library. News 
Notes of Calif. Libs., 50 (2) April 1955, 313-314. 
The marginal punched card has recently been adopted. Previously two book 
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cards were used to approach materials charged out by classification number and 
to locate overdue materials. This system uses one card filed by class number, 
overdue items being found by use of a steel needle. Call slips and author 
request slips are made out by the borrower on a punched card which together 
with the book is stamped with the date due. Punched cards are grooved for 
the week in which the book becomes due and are filed by class number. This 
eliminates book cards and pockets. 


4864 Book borrowers and “popular titles” of a century ago, Emma M. 
Schefler. Illinois Libs., 37 (5) May 1955, 138-141. 


The State Library Registers, now in the keeping of the Archives Department, 
recorded the charges for books lent, indicating title of book, by whom taken, 
when taken, when returned. The Registers for 1855 are examined to discover 
who were the borrowers and what were the books they borrowed. 


4865 Det Amerikanske Bibliotek i Kobenhavn. [The American 
Library in Copenhagen]. Martha E. Kilgore. Bogens Verden, 37 (5) July 
1955, 229-236. Illus., plan. 


This free public library contains over 9,000 recent American books, some 300 
periodicals and other materials, dealing with all aspects of American life and 
culture. Reference work is a major activity ; a wide range of questions being 
received from visitors, by mail and by phone. It is not only a repository of 
American writings freely available to anyone interested in reading them, but also 
an active symbol of the sharing of knowledge and ideas that, far from the well- 
arranged never-never-world of the propagandists, forms the essence of a genuine 
international understanding. 


4866 The United States Information Service, Rolf Jacoby. Aslib Proc., 
7(3) August 1955, 133-135. 

The U.S.LS. has offices and libraries in London, Manchester and Edinburgh. 
That in Manchester provides information on a wide range of general subjects 
relating to the U.S.A., excluding purely consular and tourist enquiries. 


4867 An American place, Elizabeth Ketcham. Tid.f/Dok., 11 (2) 1955, 
15-16. Photo. ; 

The U.S.LS. Library of the American Embassy has moved into new quarters 
in Stockholm. It is one of 157 similar libraries in 54 countries providing in- 
formation about America. 7,000 American books and 225 periodicals are avail- 
able for loan free of charge. A full library service began in 1946 and a branch 
was opened in Gothenburg in 1951. There are between 175 and 200 visitors 
to the library daily. 


UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


4868 University of Tasmania Library in a state of Bliss, D. H. Bor- 
chardt, M. J. Marshall and L. J. Dunn. Aust. Lib. J., 4 (2) April 1955, 48-52. 


The library was administered by a member of the teaching staff until 1946, 
by which time the collection had grown to about 55,000 vols., the arrears of 
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work amounted to some 30,000 vols. not catalogued and 10,000 not classified, 
and the existing catalogue contains numerous inconsistencies. From 1948 to 
1950 the library was again without a full-time librarian. Current acquisitions 
have been more or less fully catalogued since 1947. Between 1950 and 1954 
the task of cataloguing periodical holdings in accordance with entries in Gregory’s 
Union List was practically completed. At present only about half the bookstock 
has entries acceptable by international standards. The arrears being so great, 
it was considered worth while to reclassify by Bliss as well as to re-catalogue. 
Faculty members are enthusiastic about the Bliss scheme, which will result in 
bringing together many subjects now scattered by the Dewey Decimal system. 
No extra staff is available and normal work has to be carried on at the same time. 
Methods are described in detail. 


4869 The new McGill Library, Richard Pennington. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 
(8) August 1955, 303-304. Photos. 


A new building of modular construction has been added to the old library, 
at a cost of $1,833,265 giving an extra floor area of 113,801 square feet. Lighting 
is fluorescent, rooms are air-conditioned, and the floorings are of cork tile, 
linoleum or asphalt tile. A description of the fittings and some of the services 
provided is also given. 


4870 Library activity in the medical departments of the University 
of Helsinki, Arvo Seppali. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 43 (3) July 1955, 366-375. 
Plan, photos, references. 

The medical faculty of Helsinki University maintains 23 departmental libraries ; 
to these must be added the libraries of the Pharmaceutical Institute and the 
Institute of Physical Education, and seven libraries of other faculties which 
contain medical literature. The origin of many of the medical libraries is obscure, 
though several seem to have begun as desk collections or private libraries of 
professors. As they grew, librarians were appointed and the collections were 
re-organised and catalogued, mostly about 30 years ago. Funds allocated since 
the last War for employing professional personnel were insufficient to serve all 
libraries adequately, and the 24 libraries are managed by 18 librarians, of whom 
9 are non-professional. The libraries vary in size from 6,500 to 100 vols., the 
total in 1954 being 56,000 : 487 different foreign periodical titles are subscribed 
to. Most of the collections are now catalogued, though some imperfectly. 
The majority exist for departmental reference, and loans tend to be exceptional. 
Hours often vary according to the availability of a librarian. Few libraries 
have separate reading rooms, many consisting of a single room for books and 
readers : however, two libraries occupy premises built in 1951, and two others 
were renovated in 1952. Union catalogues have been compiled and accessions 
lists are distributed. Modern photographic equipment is available. In the 
future it is proposed to combine all the medical library resources of the University 
(120,000 vols.) in a Central Medical Library in a new hospital, now under con- 
struction. 


4871 Liverpool College of Commerce Library, W. H. Snape. Lib. 
Assn. Rec., 57 (8) August 1955, 305-306. Photo. 

A specially designed library was opened in March 1954 which provides 
accommodation for 8,000 books and 44 readers. Some professional organiza- 
tions, including the local branch of the Association of Assistant Librarians, have 
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deposited their libraries there. The annual grant for books, periodicals and 
binding has increased from £10 in 1940 to £380 currently. With the close 
proximity of the Picton and University libraries, it is questionable whether the 
binding of long runs of periodicals is worthwhile ; for the present, unbound 
numbers are filed in pamphlet boxes. 


4872 The Manchester College of Technology library and its assistance 
to industry, L. L. Ardern. Aslib Proc., 7 (3) August 1955, 136-142. 


A short account of the development of the library service since its institution 
in 1824 is followed by a description of the stock. In addition to its own students, 
M.C.T. is frequently used by visitors from other colleges and universities and 
from local industries and research establishments. 


4873 Nigeria’s University Library, Ruth Perry. Coll. and Res. Libs., 16 
(3) July 1955, 257-260, 269. 

The University College of Nigeria was established at Ibadan in 1948 by grant 
from the Colonial Development and Welfare Fund of Great Britain to give 
students in Nigeria higher education for which they formerly had to go to 
England or the United States. The student body numbers 500; faculty 100. 
The library was formally opened in November 1954 and can house 250,000 vols. 
and accommodate 250 readers. The collection was based on 10,000 vols. 
from the library of Higher College of Yaba, now discontinued, 18,000 vols. of 
Henry Carr’s library, the private library of Herbert Macaulay, and the 10,000 
vols. of the library of F. Montague Dyke on tropical agriculture. The Africana 
collection already exceeds 4,000 vols. The librarian, John Harris, thus began 
with 50,000 vols. and soon met many problems connected with insect infestation 
and destruction by mould and damp. The annual bookfund exceeds £7,000. 
Staff number 36, including 4 Europeans. The Bliss classification has been 
adopted and a simple author catalogue prepared for the present stock of 80,000 
vols. 1,300 serials are received. A departmental library has been set up in the 
West African Institute of Social and Economic Research. A bindery and 
printing press have been put into operation. A course for librarians in charge 
of village libraries in 1950 and the Unesco seminar in 1953 were held in the 
university library. (See LSA 3629). 


4874 Report on the Library of the University of the Philippines, 
Raynard C. Swank. Coll. and Res. Libs., 16 (3) July 1955, 247-250. 


Describes the rehabilitation of the war-torn library programme during 1954 
as part of the many projects aimed to support the economy of the Philippines 
through the Foreign Operations Administration of the U.S. State Department 
and thus help to promote democracy in south-east Asia. The University of the 
Philippines, the national library, enrolls 7,000 students and is the major institution 
for educational progress in S.E. Asia. The library was created by its first 
librarian, Gabriel Bernardo from 1924 but all was destroyed during the war. A 
new university and library have been built. By 1954, 150,000 vols., mainly 
from gifts from American colleges and universities, had been assembled and 
needed putting in order. Due to inadequate service, departments formed their 
own libraries and there was little co-ordination. The writer reorganised and 
centralised the library service, including full cataloguing. He also urged the 
extension of a pre-war scheme run by the Bureau of Public Libraries for library 
service in the islands to be linked with the university library. 
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4875 Carolina Rediviva, Uppsala University Library, Charles Ellsworth. 
Books, (295) September 1955, 158-161. Illus. 

The library probably arose from the library of Uppsala Cathedral when the 
university was founded in 1477. The present building (1841) honors the memory 
of an older university building, Academia Carolina, no longer existing. The 
early years of its growth were marked by gifts from medieval libraries and loot 
from the Thirty Years’ War. By the end of the 17th cent. the collection 
numbered 30,000 vols. A statute of 1692 brought a free copy of each publication 
from the main cities. In 1707 this was extended to cover all printed matter 
published in Sweden. Later gifts and purchases of outstanding importance are 
noted, e.g. Bishop C. G. Nordin’s collections of Swedish historical mss. ; Baron 
von Brinkman’s library ; Jacob Westin’s library ; Professor Carl Wahlund’s 
library of Romance philology ; Baron Carl de Geer’s collection of natural 
history ; Johan Ihre’s mss. collection ; the Gésta Oldenbiirg collection of 
American books and the Bibliotheca Walleriana (See LSA 1549) of medical 
books. The library now has over 1m. bound vols., 2m. pamphlets, 500,000 
dissertations, and 27,000 mss. A few of the library’s treasures, including the 
Codex argenteus, or Silver Bible (6th cent.), are described. 


4876 The second centenary of the Moscow university library, E. 
Spirina. Bibliotekar’ (USSR) (5) May 1955, 28-35. Photo. 

Founded by Lomonsov and the poet Vasilii Trediakovski with 4,000 roubles, 
the library was, from the day of its foundation, the biggest centre of enlighten- 
ment in Russia for medicine, philosophy, law, physics, mathematics, astronomy, 
military and civil architecture, sculpture, painting and philology and for a 
century fulfilled the function of a public library. It contained a herbarium and a 
collection of minerals. The translations published by the university went into 
the library until the press closed in 1779. In 1812 almost all the bookstock 
was burnt except six cases of rare books, but by 1813 5,000 vols. had already 
been collected ; in 1818 there were new buildings for the university ; in 1820 
a library for the faculty of medicine ; in the ’80s for philology, and by 1900 
for law and for physico-mathematics. In 1822 Reiss had started the alphabetic 
and systematic catalogues. When the new buildings were opened in 1901 
there were 275,000 books, a differential service, a professorial and a students’ 
reading room, cataloguing department and a foreign literature bureau. Sixty 
special collections that have been bequeathed by old students are described. 
In 1926 the library subscribed to 708 foreign periodicals, and the director, 
Kalishevski, started courses for library workers. In 1931 a faculty library for 
mechanics and mathematics was opened ; in 1932, one with 300 seats for biology, 
geography and chemistry. In 1932 along with the Leningrad university, it was 
named after Gorki and in 1933 formally made an institute of scientific research. 
In 1934 it was divided into two sections, pure and applied science, and contained 
large departments for accessioning, processing, service, stack and scientific 
bibliography. During the war, until 1943, the science books were evacuated to 
Ashkhabad ; in 1941 the building was destroyed by a bomb but the service 
was continued from other buildings and departments were founded for rare 
books and mss., for the museum of the history of Moscow university and for 
textbooks of the humanities. In 1945 it was formally made a library of the first 
class receiving a copy of every book published in the USSR. The new university 
on the Lenin hills was opened in 1953 with 1.2m. books on geology, mechanics, 
mathematics and geography, leaving 2m. books on the humanities in the old 
building, and 3m. elsewhere. In the science library on the Mokhova is the 
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subscription service for the teaching staff ; on the Lenin hills, the general sub- 
scription ; in libraries 1, 2 and 3 are textbooks for students, in the new building 
is mass-literature for workers and civilian employees, the technological reading 
room and the art library. In all there are 45 reading rooms with 1,900 seats. 
In 1954 there were 3,799,740 issues and 1,611,005 visits. Bibliographies on the 
history of chemistry in the USSR and the history of Moscow university, as well 
as other subjects, have been published. The catalogues are not yet complete. 


4877. American university libraries, 1955-2005, Haynes McMullen: 
Coll. and Res. Libs., 16 (3) July 1955, 286-290, 295. 


Thinking about the future of libraries should be done at night, since nothing 
can be worse for morale than the knowledge that the boss sits at his desk and 
stares into space. The author suggests that in the university library of the future, 
stocks will be interspersed with small reading areas, that scholars will be less 
interested in studying the production of ideas than the consumption of ideas by 
the various “publics,” and that more attention will be paid to the middlemen, 
such as librarians, who chop the raw fruits of genius and arrange them in salads 
that are both attractive to the eye and easy to swallow. 


4878 The development of library resources at Harvard: problems 
and potentialities, Andrew D. Osborn. Harvard Lib. Bull., 9 (2) Spring 
1955, 197-212. 


Describes the evolution of Harvard’s acquisition policies and the position now 
reached. Possible means of retrenchment, in order to keep the growth of the 
library within reasonable bounds, are considered, and it is emphasised that 
selection rather than universal collecting will have to become the policy of the 
library. Various aspects of the selection problem are considered, and the laying 
down of standards for book selection is suggested. 


4879 Non-book materials in the Harvard Library, David C. Weber. 
Harvard Lib. Bull., 9 (2) Spring 1955, 268-273. 


Describes the nature, extent and treatment of the non-book materials in the 
library, which include manuscripts, microfilms, photographs, gramophone 
records, sheet maps, university archives and various miscellanea which form the 
nucleus of a museum of Harvardiana. 


4880 The George David Birkhoff Mathematical Library, Garrett 
Birkhoff. Harvard Lib. Bull., 9 (2) Spring 1955, 282-284. 


This is a departmental library, consisting largely of books duplicated in the 
main university library and intended mainly for use on the premises. Its history, 
administration and finances are described. 


4881 Report of selected problems of the technical departments of the 
University of Illinois Library, Raymond C. Swank. Univ. of Illinois Lib. 
Sch. Occ. Papers (42) April 1955. 42 p. 


An appraisal of various processes in the Library with notes of possible changes 
and improvements. Processes covered are purchasing, control of serials, binding, 
shelf lists, general cataloguing, pre-cataloguing, pamphlets, government docu- 
ments, rare books, and photo reproduction. There are also sections on non- 
professional staff and on the time lag between ordering material and its delivery 
to departments, 
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4882 Paperbounds go to college, Elizabeth O. Stone, and Mary B. Melvin. 
Lib. J., 80 (14) August 1955, 1644-1649. Ports., bibliog. 

In order to encourage reading and to promote personal libraries the Southern 
University of Illinois established a collection of paperbound books. These are 
available for inspection by the students and those wishing to purchase copies 
may place their order through the University (there is only one bookstore in 
town). Paperbounds were chosen because of their cheapness. Multiple copies 
have been ordered by the University library stock. At one time the library 
held 391 copies of 12 titles. One copy averaged 28 issues before it became 
necessary to withdraw it. Because of the ephemeral life of paperbounds the 
minimum of recording is undertaken. 


4883 A book fair in Minnesota, Sister M. Eone. Lib. J., 80 (11) June 1, 
1955, 1297-1300. 

The story of the yearly Book Fair at the College of Saint Teresa, Winona, 
Minnesota. In 1946 sales totaled $710 and since 1952 they have averaged 
$2,500. Students’ (550) purchases account for 85% of the total. Beginning 
as a one-day affair the Fair has now extended to 5 days. A mimeographed slip 
which is placed in the book is marked by buyers. The main aim is to encourage 
good readers. 


4884 North Central College Library serves two institutions, Ruth 
Kraemer. Illinois Libs., 37 (5) May 1955, 144-146. _ Illus. 


The first library was erected in 1905 with the aid of a Carnegie grant, but it 
had become inadequate in recent years. At the same time the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary, located across the street, was considering a new library 
building. It was decided to erect a joint library. The new building, ready in 
September 1954, is organised as a separate corporation with its own board of 
trustees, advised by a Faculty Library Committee composed of representatives 
from both schools. 


4885 Rosemont College Library graces a campus of serene rural 
beauty. Pioneer, 18 (3) May-June 1955, 11-12. Photos. 

The Gertrude Kistler Memorial Library was erected in 1926, an additional 
wing was added in 1934 and two more wings last year. There are now three 
reading rooms with a total seating capacity for 250 students, 6 department 
seminar rooms, one class-room, an audio-visual room, work rooms and thirty- 
nine study carrels. The present stock is 50,000 volumes and periodicals but 
shelf space is provided for 200,000 volumes. The apronless tables in the main 
reading room each have chairs for eight students and one of these tables is topped 
with double-deck shelving for bibliographies, encyclopaedias and indices. 


4886 Library-instructional integration on the college level. ACRL 
Monographs, (13) April 1955, 28 p. Bibliog. 

The 40th Conference of Eastern College Librarians met at Columbia University 
in November 1954. The proceedings, summarised in this monograph, consisted 
of three papers followed by a discussion. The papers were ‘The role of the 
college librarian—a reappraisal’, by Jesse H. Shera, ‘Students, books, and 
librarians,’ by Harold Taylor, and ‘Remarks’, by Harry J. Carman. The papers 
represented the views respectively of a librarian, a college president, and a 
college dean on the question whether or not librarians were teachers in the broad 
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sense of the word. All agreed that they were, but Shera felt that some librarians 
were far too concerned with their status and paid insufficient attention to the 
scholarship of their profession. 


4887 Instruction in the use of libraries : a university library problem, 
R. O. MacKenna. J. of Doc. 11 (2) June 1955, 65-72. 


A discussion on the findings of the L.A. University and Research Section 
Working Party on this subject is followed by an examination of the problems 
facing the young student when he comes to use the library. It is suggested that 
the system of classification should conflict as little as possible with the pattern in 
which the university’s teaching activities are organised ; and a case is made for 
subject departmentalisation. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


4888 How a special library “beats the clock,” Edith Simon. _ Illinois 
Libs., 37 (5) May 1955, 147-148. 

The Library of the Outdoor Advertising Association of America, Inc. assists 
the staff and members to keep up with the latest information in their field, aids 
them with special problems and also provides much historical information. 
Typical queries are given. 


4889 Venezia—Biblioteca d’Arte del Museo Correr: Apertura della 
Sala Pompeo Molmenti. [Venice—Correr Museum Art Library : opening 
of the Pompeo Molmenti room]. Accad. e Bibl. d’Italia 22 (3-4) May-August 
1954, 305-308. 


The re-organization of the Biblioteca Correr, begun in 1945, consists of the 
complete transformation of the catalogue into dictionary form on cards of 
international format ; re-arrangement of the books themselves in the various 
rooms and the checking to see that the special collections were all catalogued 
and entered in the main catalogue. A reading room has been opened where 
readers may consult on the open shelves, arranged by subject, 70 art journals, 
91 series of art books and 2,000 volumes. The importance of this re-organiza- 
tion lies chiefly in the fact that now the catalogue is completed, much material 
hitherto unknown, may be found and consulted with ease. This library, 
containing the original material given by Correr, Cicogna and Molmenti and 
kept up to date by new accessions, is one of the most important collections on 
the history of Italian art in general and Venice in particular. 


4890 Aus der Arbeit der Deutschen Zentralbiicherei fiir Blinde. 
[The work of the German Central Library for the Blind]. Herta Frohlich. 
Bibliothekar, 9 (8) August 1955, 488-489. Photo. 

The German Central Library for the Blind opened its new building, the 
Louis-Braille-House in Leipzig, on April 23rd 1954. The stock consists of 
about 8,600 books and 7,000 volumes of music. The library produces and 
publishes, and has its own printing works, bindery, etc. Readers of both the 
full Braille script and the “shorthand” version are catered for. It is the only 
institution of its kind to aim at the production and propagation of socialist 
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literature in Braille. Loans are 90%, by post, as no postage is needed up to 14 lbs, 
For personal callers the library is open twice weekly. The period of loan is 
four weeks, though three months for textbooks, music and Braille primers is 
allowed. 


4891 The Cullum Library, Bury St. Edmunds, P. Hepworth. Eas 
Anglian Mag., 14 (6) April 1955, 338-344. _ Illus. 

George Gery Milner-Gibson-Cullum (1857-1921) was particularly interested 
in genealogy and art. His library contained many treasures on Suffolk, East 
Anglia, English history, fine art and heraldry, correspondence with major figures 
and original mss. of Tennyson, Shelley and Keats. By his will the fiction was 
left to his niece, foreign non-fiction to Trinity College, Cambridge, and English 
non-fiction, with an endowment, to establish the Cullum Library in Bury St. 
Edmunds. This was first opened to the public in November 1923. There are 
about 9,000 vols. and the number of consultations averages 10,000 a year. 


4892 Die Biicherei des deutschen Ostens in Herne. [The library of 
Eastern Germany in Herne]. Méitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen) $.F. 5 (3) 
May 1, 1955, 69-71. 

Founded in 1948 to collect books, periodicals, maps and prints relating to 
Germany east of the Oder and Neisse, this library now has a stock of 11,250 vols, 
covering all aspects of its subject. Queries are answered and material provided 
for exhibitions. Copies of the catalogues are available in all the larger libraries 
in Federal Germany. Most of the stock is available for interlending. 


4893 Company and other special libraries, J. E. Fry. Aust. Lib. J., 4 (1) 
January 1955, 12-15. 

The origin of special libraries is traced to a realisation of the importance of 
information services in a competitive world in which the output of technical 
publications is increasing as never before. The primary functions of a special 
library are described as the acquiring, organising and exploiting of all forms of 
recorded thought that are of potential value to the clientele. The organisation 
of a particular library, that of the Australian Paper Manufacturers Ltd. is outlined. 
Exploitation of information depends on the library’s staff and holdings and the 
attitude of its users. A one-man library can direct any information of interest 
to the appropriate staff and explain simple search techniques to users of the 
library. Large libraries can publish bulletins containing selected abstracts and 
prepare bibliographies. For the future, the improvement of inter-library 
co-operation is envisaged and the Sheffield Interchange Organisation is com- 
mended as a model. 


4894 The Library at Micro Switch : a division of Minneapolis-Honey- 
well Regulator Company, Fern Ditzler. Illinois Libs., 37 (6) June 1955, 
179-181. 

Books and reprints are kept in the department where they will be most used 
and a union catalogue is maintained in the main library. Methods of ordering, 
reserving and lending books and routing, filing and ordering periodicals are 
described. 
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4895 Documentation industrielle. [Industrial documentation]. R. 
Willner. A.B.C.D., (14) March-April 1954, 391-395. 


The documentation services of the Neyrpic company have grown from small 
beginnings in 1934 to a library of 12,000 books, 450 current periodicals, as 
many bound periodicals, etc., and 2,500 microfilms, and maintains an information 
index of 450,000 cards. The service is staffed both by librarians who concern 
themselves with the location and care of the documents, and with subject 
specialists who sift all incoming material for the information index. The 
specialists depend not only upon the material examined, but also upon personal 
contact with other specialists. Details of the working of the system are given ; 
it includes a novel scheme for the recording of readers’ comments, and a system 
of “badges” to indicate the most comprehensive and valuable works. 


4896 Special libraries of the Manchester area, Vernon D. Freedland. 
Aslib Proc., 7 (3) August 1955, 143-152. 


A survey mentioning or briefly describing the special libraries of the Man- 
chester industrial complex. Principally these are libraries of private firms but 
also included are those of the Research Associations and Institutes connected 
with textiles and allied industries and the U.K. Atomic Energy Authority. 


4897 Et bedriftsbibliotek i praksis. Norsk Hydro’s biblioteker. [An 
industrial library in practice. The libraries of Norsk Hydro]. Bjdérn Alger. 
UDK Bull. 1 (2) 1955, 45-55. 


A description of the library (10,000 vols., 300 periodicals), the preparation and 
circulation of abstracts and notes on the nine examples of forms are included in 
the article. 


4898 Bedrukt papier en wetenschappelijk onderzoek. [Printed paper 
and scientific research]. J. W. Rens. Bibliotheekleven, 40 (5) May 1955, 
Congresnummer 19-23. _ Illus. 

The printing trade is estimated to have made up 24% of Dutch industry in 
1951. It has set up a research institute in Amsterdam which possesses a com- 
prehensive library of books and periodicals in the field of graphic technology, 
together with an archive. Periodicals are abstracted, and these abstracts are 
kept on cards arranged by U.D.C., as is also the archive material. The library 
participates in inter-library lending. In addition to technical papers, the institute 
published in 1947 a union catalogue of books and periodicals in this field in Dutch 
libraries. 


4899 Cromwell Library, American Bar Foundation, John C. Leary. 
Law Lib. J., 48 (2) May 1955, 145-149. 

The foundation, organisation, physical characteristics and equipment of this 
library in Chicago are described. It aspires to become a bibliographical and 
informational centre of the legal profession. 


4900 Planning and building a basic book collection, Arthur Pulling. 
Law Lib. J., 48 (2) May 1955, 136-141. 

On the basis of his own experience in starting Villanova University Law 
Library from scratch, the author discusses the amount and types of material 
tequired, minimum standards laid down by professional bodies, coverage of 
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foreign (including English) legal matter, and the question of microreproductions 
versus the originals or reprints, 


4901 Microfacsimiles in law libraries, Carroll C. Moreland. Law Lib. J., 
48 (2) May 1955, 112-116. 

The choice between acquiring legal materials in book form and in micro- 
facsimile should be decided by the likely amount of use, the availability, cost 
and durability of the original, and the real need for the original format and edition: 
these factors vary with different libraries. Spacc is a further important considera- 
tion. With session laws and periodicals, for example, purchase of the original 
is very rarely justified and often impossible. Replacement of a set by micro- 
facsimile may be preferable to rebinding. In all cases the librarian should 
consider his responsibility to the future. 


4902 Scientific materials and the law, Dillard S. Gardner. Law Lib. J,, 
48 (2) May 1955, 142-144. 

How far are law libraries justified in buying non-legal material pertinent to 
legal problems ? General dictionaries and encyclopedias are an obvious need, 
but it is very hard to draw the line between specialised works containing in- 
formation likely to be essential to the lawyer and specific scientific textbooks, 
Some guiding principles of selection are suggested. 


4903 The Central Medical Library Organization (Victoria), Anne 
Harrison. Aust. Lib. J., 4 (1) January 1955, 19-22. 

The Organization had its origin in 1950 in the establishment of a group of 
medical librarians in Melbourne formed with the objectives of revising the local 
union list of medical periodicals and of arranging an exchange of duplicates, 
In May 1953 the group received the official support of the medical institutions 
and the Organization was formed with its headquarters at the University Medical 
School. A subscription of £25 was charged to members and a paid part-time 
assistant employed, the librarians’ group acting as Working Committee. After 
an experimental period of a year the Organization was established on a permanent 
basis with a subscription of £50 and a full-time assistant. Problems still to be 
solved are touched upon, in particular the role of the librarians’ group with its 
membership of twenty compared with the fourteen institute members of the 
Organization, the variety of groups served, e.g. research institutes and teaching 
hospitals, and the question of standards of training for library staffs and the 
amount of subject knowledge required. 


4904 Work of the British Council Medical Library, Hilda M. Clark. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (6) June 1955, 218-220. 

The library provides a service for the Medical Department of the British 
Council, for British Council visitors and scholars, for World Health Organization 
fellows and Colombo Plan trainees. A subscription is paid to Lewis’s Library 
for books to loan, as all books in the Medical Library are for reference only. 
Other activities include advice on book selection to other British Council 
libraries, a reprint service, compilation of bibliographies, and an information 
service on medical topics. The medical publications of the British Council are 
also described. 
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4905 Medical libraries of Scotland, Leonard Jolley and Margaret D. Bell. 
Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 43 (3) July 1955, 356-365. 


Previous articles by Mr. Jolley have described the history of Scottish medical 
libraries (See LSA 1851, and Libri, 3, 1954, 166-177). This article deals with 
the current activities of the larger medical libraries: Aberdeen University Medical 
Section ; the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh ; the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh ; the Central Medical Library of the University of 
Edinburgh ;_ the Royal Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, Glasgow ;_ the 
Medical Section of Glasgow University Library ; and the Medical Section of 
Queen’s College, University of St. Andrews. (It is of special interest for its 
statistical information and the descriptions of the special collections held by 
these libraries). 


4906 De medische en pharmaceutische bibliotheek te ’s-Gravenhage. 
[The medical and pharmaceutical library at The Hague]. F. P. Koumans. 
Bibliotheekleven, 40 (5) May 1955, Congresnummer 24-26. 


This library owes its origin to the amalgamation in 1948 of four medical 
libraries in The Hague. It possesses some 25,000 vols. and takes 250 periodicals 
currently. The pharmaceutical section is housed apart in the municipal dis- 
pensary. The library has, in the seven years of its existence, set up medical 
documentation in the Netherlands, some 140 current periodicals being abstracted 
on cards arranged by U.D.C. ; these cards are duplicated and made available to 
the medical library of Leiden University. 


4907 The hospital medical library : organization and management, 
L. Margueriete Prime. Bull. Amer. Coll. Surg., 40 (4) July-August 1955, 
225-267. 


Deals concisely yet comprehensively with stock, location, opening hours, 
librarian’s duties, bibliographical services and library cooperation, financial 
support, constitution and duties of the committee, and the training of the librarian. 
There follows a 40-page classified list of journals, textbooks, and monographs 
prepared by the Library Committee of the American College of Surgeons as an 
aid in selection of material for the hospital library. This is a complete revision 
of their 1947 iist, and is preceded by a brief introduction by Dr. M. L. Mason, 
the chairman, who describes the principles guiding its compilation. Reprints 
are available on request from the American College of Surgeons Library. 


4908 Red Cross hospital libraries in Queensland, J. Sirovs. Aust. Lib. J., 
4(2) April 1955, 66-70. Tables. 


The Red Cross Library Section serves 97 libraries and maintains a collection 
of 37,179 books. Annual circulation is 11,011 vols. Partial exchanges of books 
in the hospitals are effected every six months. Accessions are acquired mainly 
through donations (4,761 in 1954) supplemented by a small budget (410 vols.). 
About 90% of the stock is fiction ; in non-fiction the main subjects are travel, 
biography, history, literature and useful arts. The first standard of selection is 
the therapeutic value of the book and the essential qualification in a librarian is 
a sympathetic understanding of the patients’ needs. The service is largely 
dependent on voluntary workers. Monthly bundles of magazines of general 
interest go to all hospitals with libraries. Particulars are given of the individual 
libraries. 
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4909 The Ramakrishna Library : a small library in a smaller colony 
in the South Pacific, D. Krishnamurti. N.Z.Libs., 18 (1) January-February 
1955, 8-11. 

This library first established in 1928 was re-established, after some years of 
oblivion, by Sri Swami Rudranada, President of the Fiji Branch of the Rama- 
krishna mission, by whom it is controlled and financed. It now contains some 
5,000 books and receives currently more than 350 periodicals. A film service 
is maintained, an old van serves as a travelling library and a hospital service is 
proposed. No government aid is available. 


4910 L’organisation actuelle des bibliothéques musicales en Hollande. 
[The present organisation of music libraries in Holland]. Frits Noske. 
Fontes Artis Musicae, (1) 1955, 61-62. 

The formation of National Branches of the IAML is a pressing problem. 
The Branch in Holland was formed from the Centre d’Etudes des Bibliothéques 
Musicales, which was founded four years ago to unite music libraries of all 
kinds with ambitious aims (still far from realisation). A national commission 
of musical bibliography also exists. 


4911 Finalmente svelati i misteri delle biblioteche italiane. [The 
mysteries of Italian libraries finally revealed]. Claudio Sartori. Fontes Artis 
Musicae, (1) 1955, 15-37. 

Material for the International Inventory of Musical Sources has been collected 
in Italian libraries for some months now, not on a regional basis, as had been 
hoped, but by a central organiser (the author) operating with helpers scattered 
over the country. The work, which involves (i) the location and specification 
of known and unknown material, (ii) the organisation of known material and the 
bringing up-to-date of old catalogues, and (iii) the cataloguing of newly- 
discovered material, is far from complete, but has already proved its immense 
value. A record of findings to date (February 1955) forms the bulk of the 
article ; it is in two alphabets : (i) libraries examined, with notes on the number 
and importance of holdings, and (ii) composers (including works of unknown 
composers, unknown works of known composers and unknown editions of 
known works). This record covers pre-1800 printed music only. 


4912 Glorioso passato e problemi presenti della Biblioteca musicale 
“G. B. Martini” di Bologna. [The glorious past and present problems of 
the “G. B. Martini” Music Library of Bologna]. Luigi Ferdinando Tagliavini. 
Fontes Artis Musicae, (1) 1955, 62-68. 


This Library, well known from its printed catalogue, was based on the collec- 
tion made by Martini in the 18th century, which was scattered after his death, 
but largely reassembled later in the Liceo Filarmonico. After a succession of in- 
competent librarians, Gaetano Gaspari, who became librarian in 1855, realised 
the true value of the collection, and built it up into a comprehensive and up-to-date 
music library, organising and cataloguing it ; further developments took place 
after his death in 1881. The library is now unfortunately split between the state, 
to which the Liceo was transferred in 1942, and the city, which is to pass over 
to the state the less valuable part of its collection ; there are two separate adminis- 
trations, but they harmonise perfectly, and the municipal section has a union 
catalogue. The income is grossly inadequate, and there is a serious shortage of 
staff in both sections. 
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4913 Circulating the table of contents of magazines, T. J. Kopkin. 
Spec. Lihs., 46 (5) May-June 1955, 211-212. 

Contents pages of periodicals received at the U.S. Naval Gun Factory Technical 
Library are sent out to have multilith paper plates made by Xerox photography 
equipment. These lists of contents are then circulated to interested branches, 
whilst the periodicals remain in the library, awaiting specific requests. 


4914 The Polish Circulating Library: a successful experiment, 
G. Arminella Hansell. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (6) June 1955, 223-224. 

A Central Circulating Library was set up in 1949 by the Committee for the 
Education of Poles in Great Britain. Books are distributed to 141 centres 
(including 85 public libraries) and a valuable service has been rendered in three 
ways : (i) books have given exiles the opportunity to continue their acquaintance 
with Polish literature ; (ii) with the inclusion of some English books, help has 
been given for a study of English ; and (iii) the partial assimilation of the Poles 
into British life. 


4915 De huidige betekenis van de “Centrale boekerej’” van het 
Koninklijk Instituut voor de tropen. [The present-day importance of the 
“Central Library” of the Royal Institute for Tropical Studies]. P. W. van 
Milaan. Bibliotheekleven, 40 (5) May 1955, Congresnummer 27-29. Illus. 


This library was formerly devoted to colonial studies, but since 1951 it has 
widened its scope to include all tropical studies. Situated in Amsterdam, it 
teally consists of two libraries : a public one and a special one. It possesses 
50,000 vols., 5,000 periodicals, of which 1,000 are current, and 2,000 sets of maps. 
The library has a documentation section in which current periodicals are ab- 
stracted, the most important abstracts being published fortnightly in Tropical 
Abstracts. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES: General surveys 


4916 Die Staatlichen Biichereistellen heute. [The State Library Bureaux 
today]. Erich Kittel. Kulturarbeit, 7 (7) 1955, 136-140. 


These institutions vary somewhat from state to state but are basically alike. 
Their purpose is to help small, communally-maintained libraries in all matters 
of staffing, founding, organisation, book purchase, processing and lending. They 
have no authority but they have the right to have their suggestions considered. 
They seck to be practically useful rather than merely advisory. Their main 
problems at the moment are supra-regional organisation (to which the churches 
are opposed) and the position of libraries run by the churches. 


4917 Stadtbiicherei Bonn 1945-1955. [Bonn Municipal Library 1945- 
1955]. Bernhard Rang. Méitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen), N.F. 5 (4) 
1 July 1955, 89-92. 

Reopened in temporary quarters in 1946 with the 3,900 volumes saved when 
the old building was destroyed, the library in Bonn grew to 8,379 volumes by 
1948, and 28,705 in 1954/55. Borrowers numbered 1687 in 1947/48, and 4,626 
in 1954/55. Issues for 1947/48 were 38,713, and in 1954/55 91,446. New 
accommodation was found in 1949 and two branches for young people have 
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opened and one for adults. Reading lists and lists of accessions are published 
from time to time. Special emphasis is laid on the provision of books for young 
people. Good relations are maintained with school libraries and with the 
University Library. 


4918 Entwicklung der Stadtischen Biicherei Herne seit 1945. [Develop- 
ment of the Municipal Library in Herne since 1945]. Anneliese Schulte. 
Mitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen) N.F. 5 (3) 1 May 1955, 66-69. 
Founded in 1906 this library had 8,237 vols. in 1930 and an issue for that year 
of 62,682. In 1946 the issue was 56,247. The library was then rehoused in 
bigger and more convenient premises, light literature was separated from more 
serious works and a children’s room with open access was opened. In 1953 
issues were 89,555, with a stock of 28,472 vols. In 1954 a branch, planned on 
modern lines, was opened with 4,700 vols. soon to be increased to 10,000 because 
of the demand. Issues for 1954 were 117,861. The budget for 1954 was 183,200 
DM., of which 50,000 DM. was for books. The population of Herne is 116,000. 


4919 The Public Libraries (Scotland) Act 1955, William B. Paton. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (7) July 1955, 269-270. 


An account of the passage of the Act through Parliament, and an outline of 
its main provisions. 


4920 Il Servizio Nazionale di Lettura : Nascita di una Rete di Prestito. 
[The National Book Service: birth of a lending network]. Giovanni 
Marchesan. Parola, 38 (3-4) March-April 1955, 141-142. 


The author is on the staff of the network of the Government Library of Gorizia 
founded two years ago. He describes the discouragements of the early days, 
the inadequate transport provided and the difficulties of overcoming the suspicions 
of the potential readers, who could not believe that loans were free of charge 
and of red tape. 1,300 works are now available and there is a printed catalogue. 
In spite of predictions that only novels would be acceptable, 40%, of issues are 
now non-fiction and workmen, peasants and the unemployed are the most 
enthusiastic clients. 


4921 Biblioteche popolari e Servizio di Pubblica Lettura in Italia, in 
Svizzera e in Francia : I. In Italia. [Popular Libraries and Reading Service 
in Italy]. V. Carini Dainotti. Parola, 38 (5-6) May-June 1955, 167-171. 

From 1860-1900 these libraries were philanthropic organizations and agents 
for the moral elevation of the populace. In the prosperous years of 1900-1912 
some vocational and informative works were added but the opportunity to 
make the libraries fully effective was lost because professional librarians were 
all in great national libraries and considered popular libraries beneath them. 
Neglected consequently by the State, the popular library fell into the hands 
of small groups with axes to grind. The Decree of 1917, often considered the 
foundation of modern popular libraries, was actually ineffective because merely 
permissive. Between the wars librarians began to realise that they must play a 
part in organizing, if not in operating, these libraries, but the success of the true 
public library in English-speaking countries and the progressive economic and 
social development of Italy led to the belief that the popular library was now 
outmoded. At the Palermo conference in 1948 librarians began to consider 
what newer forms a popular library service should take and three further con- 
ferences have been held since. 
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4922 Il terzo Convegno dei Bibliotecari degli Enti Locali e il nostro 
Ente. [The third Congress of Librarians from local organizations and of the 
National Institution for Popular and School Libraries]. Parola, 38 (5-6) 
May-June 1955, 161-166. 

The Congress took place at Taranto from 23-26 April. Dr. A. Bellini lamented 
the slow progress of popular libraries in spite of the Institution’s enthusiasm. 
Instead of 20 or 30m. lire annually, 1,000m. ought to be spent as in other 
countries. Nineteen branch headquarters should be set up to survey existing 
popular libraries of all kinds, to suggest improvements, to give advice and to 
keep in touch with all kinds of local authorities and organizations. The President 
of the Institution thought this view of what had been done too pessimistic and 
mentioned the support of several Ministers and of unrelated authorities such as 
the Foreign Ministry. Popular libraries had increased from 5,471 in 1953 to 
over 10,000 at present. 


4923 La biblioteca publica piloto de Medellin para la América Latina 
[The Medellin “pilot” public library for Latin America]. Carlos Victor Penna. 
Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 6 (4) December 1954, 85-87. Photo. 


The success of the “‘pilot” public library at Delhi caused Unesco to undertake 
a similar project in Latin America. The city of Medellin in Colombia was 
chosen as the site, and the author was sent from the Regional Center at Havana, 
Cuba, to organize the library. Such a library is a model, in that it functions in 
ideal conditions in regard to staff, resources, etc. The experience so acquired 
can then be utilized by other libraries. The stock of the Medellin library is 
11,000 books for loan to adults, selected after a community survey to assess local 
needs. In addition there are gramophone records, illustrations, maps, and a 
children’s collection of 2,000 books. Extension activities contemplated include 
a course in musical history, groups on interior decorating, hat-making, cooking, 
automobile engines, and film shows. A mobile library is used for rural areas 
with a stock of 1,500 books and sound and projection equipment. 


4924 The library situation in Malaya, L. M. Harrod. Malayan Lib. 
Group Newsl., 1 (1) July 1955, 2-9. 

The Raffles Library in Singapore is run on a small subscription basis. The 
80,000 vols. are mainly in English and French. While a new building is being 
erected, the bookstock and routine processes are being revised. Counting all the 
books available in Kuala Lumpur (100,000 vols.), Penang and Ipoh public lib- 
raries and in USIS and British Council libraries there is only one book to every 
three persons and very few are in the native languages. Two towns and the 
rural areas have no libraries. Recently libraries of a thousand Chinese books 
have been formed in 50 villages. Comparisons are made between Great Britain 
and Malaya on such matters as establishment, finance, type of branch library, 
and library co-operation. A government-sponsored service for Malaya is 
suggested. There is need for more information about the books and periodicals 
available in Malaya and greater co-operation is required to form union catalogues 
and bibliographies and thus ease the work of making inter-library loans. 


4925 De Brabantse leeszalen. [The public libraries of Brabant]. 

W. Vintges. Biblioteekleven, 40 (5) May 1955, Congresnummer 30-32. 
Library services have spread widely in Dutch Brabant during the past forty 

years. Municipal libraries exist at Breda and Bergen op Zoom, whilst libraries 
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sponsored by Roman Catholic organizations exist in these two towns and eight 
others. The total book stock is 300,000 vols., and in 1954 972,500 vols. were 
lent, 145,700 of them educational and 242,500 children’s books, the number of 
readers being 22,000. In Eindhoven a research library with 30,000 vols. was 
established in 1953. The north Brabant plain is served with books from central 
points in Eindhoven and Breda, with service points in 98 villages ; the total 
stock for this service is 54,500 vols., and 153,000 issues were made in 1954. 


4926 Co-operation between local authorities: report of the Public 
Library Service Committee. N.Z. Libs., 18 (4) May 1955, 87-92. 


This has arisen from a resolution by the Local Authorities Section at the Nelson 
Conference, recommending preparation of a report outlining a scheme of co- 
operation between local authorities in the provision of library service. This is 
not a full report but indicates some of the ways in which co-operation has been 
tried. Co-operation presents no library-technical difficulties but only problems 
of administration and finance. The examples given cover three metropolitan 
areas, one of which has not come to fruition, rural areas and co-operative book 
buying schemes. The special problem of Greater Auckland is discussed. 


4927 Recent library developments at the Cape. S. Afr. Libs., 22 (4) 
April 1955, 105-106. 

An editorial record of the Provincial Library Service Ordinances of 1949 and 
1955, the provisions and differences in each, and of the effects in library provision 
in Cape Province. The South African Library, now operating under the State- 
aided Institutions Act 1931, has handed over the operation of the Lending Section 
to the City Library Service and will now concentrate on its reference functions. 


4928 Qualitative services: new methods of stimulating reading in 
Natal, Th. Friis. S. Afr. Libs. 22 (4) April 1955, 126-129, 


With high circulation figures now being reached, emphasis in future develop- 
ment will be on quality. Ten extension projects are in hand of which six have 
been instituted. Details of these are given. 


4929 Shaping the library service in newly-opened lands, I. Vaisman and 
L. Glazacheva. Bibliotekar’ (USSR) (5) May 1955, 11-18. Photo. 


A conference from 30 provinces of the Altai, Kemerovo, Omsk, Siberia and 
Buryat-Mongolia was held at Novosibirsk, to pool ideas on the development 
of a library service for the tens of thousands of workers from different towns who 
have journeyed to take part in mastering the newly-opened lands and in spreading 
new tractor stations and state farms. The part of the Altai libraries in the 
struggle to increase the production of grain in 1954 consisted of 75 regional, 
550 village, 328 collective-farm and 226 state-farm and tractor-station libraries ; 
at harvest time 6,400 mobile libraries worked in co-ordination at issue and delivery 
points, giving talks and readings-aloud. This brought in many active readers, 
e.g. from Moscow Komsomols at Aul Topan, newly arrived in the Zlatopolen 
settlement in the Kulunda district of the Altai, and from correspendence students 
in the workers’ hostel at Barnaul, and from new settlers, who were met in the 
clubs with organised evenings and exhibitions. Bulletins of new technical books 
and of articles in journals were circulated, and political education was discussed. 
Much attention was given to the moral education of the young by the presenta- 
tion of the heroes in literature ; Ketlin’s novel Courage (Muzhestvo) was read 
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aloud among young arrivals to tractor-brigades in the Altai, and its fearless 
overcoming of obstacles touched them closely. The advice of the secretaries of 
Party organisations should be taken on general-political literature, and a talk on 
‘the development of life on earth’ is useful for popularising literature on natural 
science and scientific atheism. In order to realise the Party’s decisions, in 
Tyumen specialist books on agrozoology and mechanisation were circulated, 
in Kurgan the books of local agronomists were read aloud and about 100 readers’ 
conferences with 6,000 participants were held, and in Irkutsk 10 leaflets on local 
writers were circulated. But there is not yet a service to every village, and book- 
stocks are unbalanced, especially lacking in general politics and readers’ guidance. 


4930 Library Services Bill, John S. Richards. Lib. J., 80 (12) June 15, 
1955, 1431-1435. 


The official testimony for the A.L.A. to the Sub-committee of the House, 
Education and Labour Committee, May 25th, 1955, given in support of The 
Library Services Bill. This Bill is designed to aid libraries serving a population 
of 10,000 or less. Briefly the Bill has these features : (i) it stimulates the states 
and localities to close up the gaps in provision of an adequate service, (ii) it 
authorises a modest amount of $74m. annually for five years, (iii) it has a definite 
termination date, (iv) after an initial allotment of $40,000 to each state, further 
allotment is determined by percentage of national rural population in each state, 
(v) each state is to match each federal dollar with funds on the basis of the ratio 
of the state’s annual per capita income to the U.S. annual per capita income, (vi) 
States to have control of : (a) formulation of the plan for each state, (b) selection 
of books and periodicals, (c) appointment of library workers, (d) management of 
library operations, (e) determination of areas to be served. Statistics quoted in 
support of the bill are : (i) 27m. people in the US. still have no library service, 
(ii) it takes a minimum of $1.50 per capita to provide a minimum service and this 
applies to communities of 25,000 population, (iii) a satisfactory service needs an 
annual budget of $60,000, (iv) 5,700 libraries have an income of less than $10,000 
a year. ; 


4931 Highlights of library legislation before the U.S. Congress. Bull. 
Free Lib. Comm, Vermont, 51 (1) June 1955, 2-4. 


Fifteen questions and answers with particular reference to Vermont on the 
Library Service Act, Senate Bill No. S 205. Its purpose is to obtain Federal 
promotion of further development of Public Library Service in Rural Areas, 
ie. any area with a population under 10,000, enabling each state to carry. out 
a series of demonstrations to obtain evidence of the benefits derived from an 
extended programme of public library service to rural areas. For five succeeding 
years the U.S. Commissioner of Education would allot $40,000 to each state, 
which must contribute a sum, based on one half of the proportion of its per 
capita income to that of the national per capita income. 


4932 Came Carnegie, Russell J. Schunk. Minnesota Libs., 18 (2) June 
1955, 35-40. 


This year many Minnesota libraries are celebrating their golden jubilees marking 
the period of expansion initiated by Carnegie grants. A description of Minne- 
sota public library services in 1905 is given, covering all aspects from buildings 
and finance to education, current topics and new ideas such as the ‘“‘Children’s 
Hour.” 
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES: Policy and practice 


4933 Librarianship and humanism, H. R. Klieneberger. Lib. World, 56 
(656) February 1955, 119-124. Bibliog. 


The modern educational system has produced specialists without a background 
of broad cultural studies. A knowledge of history and understanding of cultural 
tradition is a condition of responsible citizenship ; it is from books that this 
knowledge can be obtained. If the librarian attempts to direct the reader’s 
choice of books some form of censorship is incurred, although in some universities 
the provision of books on the humanities for science students has not in- 
fringed the freedom of the reader. In the public library cheap fiction can be 
excluded and the money thus saved spent on keeping the books and buildings 
in better condition ; thus the library can best assist in cultural development. 


4934 Presidential address, H. W. B. Bacon. N.Z.Libs., 18 (1) January- 
February 1955, 1-8. 


The Local Authority or other governing body owes it to the librarian to trust 
his judgement as to what books shall be purchased and as to the best methods of 
conducting the library and to listen to his advice, especially in the matter of 
staff recruitment. In his turn the librarian should be loyal to his authority, 
endeavouring to run the library efficiently, to prepare accurate estimates and to 
submit informative factual monthly and annual reports. Both owe the people 
a good service in the provision of books of all kinds in an attractive building, 
offering their service courteously and without cramming education down un- 
willing throats. 


4935 Book selection and censorship, E. T. Bryant. Librarian, 44 (4) 
April 1955, 65-76. 

Every librarian has the problem of selection in book acquisition, and has to 
reject some books for a cogent reason, but few will admit to censorship. Cen- 
sorship covers three types of reading matter—political, religious and moral—and 
it is censorship for moral reasons which poses the most difficult problem. If a 
complaint about a book on this count has justification, the book should be with- 
drawn from the open shelves. If it has literary merit and sincerity, it can be 
retained in reserve stock ; if not, it is best withdrawn and forgotten. Books on 
sex instruction should be provided since they form a service supplementing that 
of the Marriage Guidance Bureaux and similar bodies. A questionnaire, cir- 
culated to 80 libraries in the North-West Branch of the Library Association, 
listed twelve books (two religious, five dealing with sex and five novels) and asked 
which were held in stock and whether on open shelves or not and, if not in stock, 
why. A report is given on the replies under each title. 


4936 Book supply policy in the Surrey County Library, Ruth T. Stone. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (7) July 1955, 260-262. 

A department for book-buying has been set up at the County Headquarters» 
and is responsible for most of the bibliographical research, maintaining contact 
with publishers and booksellers, and spending 59% of the county book fund. 
The district and branch libraries are allocated the remainder, each library receiving 
a proportion based on population, bookstock and issues. The headquarters 
library maintains collections of “key copies” and “‘ast copies”. 
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4937 Librarians and Penguins, D. J. T. Englefield. Librarian, 44 (3) 
March 1955, 41-42. 


The Pelican books of the Penguin Press commend themselves to the serious 
consideration of public librarians, because of their quality of university scholarship 
and sound academic writing and because they are in the vanguard of research. 
Reference libraries at least cannot afford to be without them, nor without the 
Penguin World Classics in Translation and the Penguin Reference books. Neither 
the absence of bound copies nor the poor quality of the paper affect the great 
importance of the material. It is time the Library Association and the Penguin 
Press conceived a scheme for printing some copies on better paper for guaranteed 
sale to libraries. 


4938 What the historian demands of the librarian, Ruth Allan. N.Z. 
Libs., 18 (4) May 1955, 81-86. 

The librarian of a municipal library in New Zealand has to do rather more 
for the preservation of historical records than one in other countries where the 
state takes more interest in the preservation of historical records. Local records 
are his special concern, and he should try to persuade owners of such documents 
to allow him to take them over or at least persuade them to take care of their 
property. Business firms too often do not appreciate the value of their records, 
and families are often chary of surrendering papers revealing family scandals. 
Once acquired by the library, the papers should be made safe. The research 
worker likes the papers to be stored in a clean condition and to be sorted and 
he also wants some corner in which to work, and access to newspaper and periodi- 
cal stacks. 


4939 Recent developments in bookmobile equipment, Earl H. Gray. 
Publ. Libs., 8 (2) May 1954, 29-33. 


Written by a bookmobile manufacturer at the request of the chairman of the 
A.L.A. Bookmobile Standardisation Committee. It gives up-to-date information 
on air-conditioning, generators, heating, lighting, weatherproofing and other 
items in which a number of improvements have been made since the publication 
of the Bookmobile Standardisation Report in 1951. 


4940 Racine surveys use and cost of bookmobile, Arthur Pethybridge. 
Wilson Lib. Bull., 29 (10) June 1955, 780-782. Illus. 


The Publications Librarian of Racine, Wisconsin, Public Library gives details 
of the use and cost of running a bookmobile for a year. In Racine 80,000 people 
were served on seven stops each week and issues amounted to 69% of the total ; 
the other 31% was made on the three to six stops weekly in Racine County serving 
30,000 people. The vehicle is 27ft. 3ins. long by 8ft. wide overall, carries 
3,200 books and has two charging desks, one at each end of the bookmobile. 
The mileage covered was 3,948 using 1,042 gallons of petrol and 50 quarts of 
oil. Total circulation was 59,122 books (78.2% to children ; 79.4% fiction) 
during 852 hours open at 465 stops, an average of 69.4 books per hour. The 
total cost of salaries, wages, fuel, maintenance, but exclusive of cost of stock 
replacements and purchases, was $5,341.18. 


4941 Piirikirjasto vai lainausasema :? [Branch library or lending station?]. 
R. Murhu. Kirjastolehti, 48 (4) April 1955, 82-84. 


Out of false ambition branch libraries are often founded in places best served 
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by lending stations. When funds are limited a lending station, which is com- 
petently supervised by the main communal library and where the books are 
regularly exchanged, gives better service than a branch with its separate, often 
less experienced, committee and small permanent book stock. The natural 
development is that a lending station precedes a branch. In some communities 
there are twice as many branches as lending stations. The relation between main 
library, branches and lending stations should be as 1:2:4. 


4942 Dictaphone charging. N.Z. Libs., 18 (4) May 1955, 99-100. 

Wellington Public Libraries have been using a dictaphone for issuing at the 
Central Library since April, 1954. The transaction system is used. It requires 
for each day a tray of consecutively numbered date-cards, one of which is put 
in each book issued. Into the microphone are read the borrower’s number and 
the first three letters of his surname, the transaction number, classification, 
author, title and last two figures of the accession number. Methods of discharg- 
ing and identifying overdues are described. On the whole, the system effects 
definite savings in staff time. 


4943 Library book-charging transformed to fast routine with aid of 
needle bearings. Bearing Engineer, 15 (4) July-August 1955, 6. 

Briefly describes and illustrates the method of operation of the Remington 
Rand Library. Bureau Photocharger. 


4944 The focal point, Alan S. W. Finch. Librarian, 44 (3) March 1955, 
53-54. 

To the majority of readers the focal point of the library is the counter. Yet 
it is the most neglected aspect of many systems. New and junior assistants do 
counter work, but they should first be trained for it and so approach the pro- 
fessional standard of efficiency, confident authority and charm necessary at the 
Focal Point. 


4945 Opetuselokuvat ja kirjastot. [Educational films and _ libraries}. 
Helge Miettunen. Kirjastolehti, 48 (4) April 1955, 85-86. 

There is no satisfactory system for the distribution of educational films in 
Finland. It is suggested that some public libraries take over the regional lending 
of films of general interest which do not fit into the permanent equipment of 
any particular institution. This task would, naturally, later be transferred to 
the prospective central libraries. Highly specialized films would still be dis- 
tributed by special agencies, and schools, etc., would have their own collections 
of the films regularly needed in their work. 


4946 Librarian—Library Board relationships, John P. Streit. Illinois 
Libs., 37 (6) June 1955, 159-161. 

The basis of a harmonious relationship is a clear recognition of the areas of 
duty of each. Quotations defining the respective responsibilities are given from 
The Library Trustee by Anna Gertrude Hall and from a work on public library 
administration by J. A. Lowe (1928). Last year the library board in Bellwood 
revised their bye-laws and those setting forth the duties of the librarian are given. 
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4947, Doctor in the library, L. M. Rees. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (8) August 
1955, 309-311. 

Swansea P.L. has for some time catalogued and stored the book collections of 
local societies in return for permission to use them for reference purposes. When 
the Chief Librarian was approached by two doctors with a request that trained 
staff should supervise and check the medical books and periodicals at their hos- 
pitals, he suggested that the books should also be transferred to the library. 
The stock proved to be larger than expected and it was decided to incorporate 
it as a special section of the library, for a small rental. A room 16ft. by 10ft. 
was shelved and furnished and is accessible to consultants and registrars (and other 
medical personnel approved by the Consultants’ Committee). Fifty-three 
current periodicals are displayed and later circulated. The bookstock consists 
of standard works intended primarily for reference purposes, but also available 
for loan under certain conditions. Some books are held in wards and in de- 
partments of hospitals, and these are recorded in a union catalogue now being 
compiled. Doctors in the neighbouring borough of Llanelly may also use the 
new medical library facilities. 


4948 Kirjastolehti julkaisee musiikkinumeron. [A special Music 
Number of Kirjastolehti]. Kirjastolehti, 48 (5) May-June 1955, 97. 


Music is included in the programme of the public libraries in Finland, but in 
practice very little has hitherto been done in this field. Recently leading musi- 
cians and librarians took the initiative of founding a Music Library Association 
for the promotion of all kinds of music library work. 


494 Miksi musiikki ja kirjastot tarvitsevat toisiaan. [Music and the 
libraries, how do they need each other 2]. Seppo Nummi.  Kirjastolehti, 48 
(5) May-June 1955, 100-106. 


A public library is not complete without a music department. Through 
it the library achieves a closer contact with a wider public and, by offering the 
use of scores, records and instruments to people who could not otherwise afford 
them the library fulfils its democratic mission more fully. On the other hand, 
because modern musical life is dominated by concerts, the libraries are urgently 
needed to take over the part played, in earlier times, by the Church, the nobility 
and the bourgeoisie successively, of cultivating the three modes of profitable 
approach to music, i.e. to perform, to listen and to understand, and thus to bring 
about a sound balance in the relationship between the composer, the performer 
and the audience. 


4950 Musiikkiosastotyyppeja. [Types of music libraries]. Seppo Nummi 
and Erkki Lansid. Kirjastolehti, 48 (5) May-June 1955, 110-113. 

The plans are described of a prospective building for the music department of 
Helsinki City Library. Advice is given for music library work in city libraries, 
medium sized and small country libraries, 


4951 Die Musikbiichereien in Deutschland. [Music libraries in Germany]. 
Herbert Schermall. Fontes Artis Musicae, (1) 1955, 4-7. 

In 1902 the first German public music library was opened at Munich ; by 
1931, when musical life in Berlin was at its peak, there were 50. Federal Germany 
now has 33 (mainly in the heavily-populated north-west), containing in all 
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‘c.270,000 vols. Berlin has altogether seven music libraries, with c.40,000 vols., 
including the well-equipped music department of the new Amerika-Gedenk- 
Bibliothek. Special provisions of various libraries include records, photographic 
apparatus, performing studios and lecture-rooms ; 12 libraries arrange contacts 
between performers. One important duty to the public is the provision of music 
for ensemble performance. Professional bodies encourage the creation of new 
libraries. Means are provided for the exchange of experience and practical 
‘co-operation between libraries. 


4952 La vie et l’organisation des bibliothéques musicales publiques en 
Hollande. [The life and organisation of public music libraries in Holland]. 
J. R. le Cosquino de Bussy. Fontes Artis Musicae (1) 1955, 7-9. 


Apart from Scheurleer’s private library and two collections deposited in the 
University of Amsterdam, music provision was negligible until the first public 
music libraries were founded in 1912 under Marsop’s influence. At The Hague, 
the music library was at first linked to the public library, with which it shared 
administration and expenses ; today, it and the specialized Scheurleer collection 
(now municipal property) cover the whole appropriate field between them. 
In Amsterdam, the music library was obliged to offer its books to the public 
library, where they were however separately administered ; much of the library 
of the Maatschappij tot Bevordering der Toonkunst was also made accessible, 
before it was united with the public music library in 1937. There are over 30 
other music libraries in Holland, all departments of public libraries, including 
fine collections at Haarlem and Rotterdam. An association of music libraries 
(Studie-centrum) was formed in 1949. 


4953 Library, Organization and Methods, B. M. Headicar. Lib. World, 
56 (659) May 1955, 183-186. 


Recent investigations of local authority departments by the Organization 
and Methods Department of H.M. Treasury may have a considerable effect on 
public libraries. A suburban borough has recently accepted the report of a 
firm of consultants. In the borough libraries they recommend reconsideration 
of staff appointments and changes in Book Selection Committee procedure, 
closing hours and fines. Nothing but good can come to the library and its 
staff if independent people, not the local authority’s own members, are asked to 
undertake the investigation. 


4954 Management improvement program pays dividends: annual 
savings in the D.C. Public Library estimated at $267,000, Harry N. 
Peterson. Wilson Lib. Bull., 29 (9) May 1955, 699-707. 


Inaugurated in the fall of 1947, the success of the programme is indicated by the 
fact that by June 1954 the equivalent of 89 positions at an average of $3,000 
had been saved. The scope of the programme which made this saving possible 
covered administrative re-organization, improvement of existing services and 
development of new ones. The D.C.P.L. librarian outlines the programme 
under various heads: clarification of objectives, reviewing organization, 
organization by function, establishing controls, job analysis and description, 
appointment, training and supervision of staff, rotation of staff, staff meetings, 
reports to the staff, simplified time studies and schedules, workload studies, 
building planning and service arrangements, centralization of related functions, 
standardization of equipment and of forms, questionnaires, use of machines. 
There follows a list of improvements made possible by utilization of the savings. 
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4955 Two aspects of public library administration, W. S. Haugh. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (6) June 1955, 221-222. 


A description of the methods employed in the recovery of overdue books and. 
the registration of new readers in the Bristol Public Libraries. 


4956 Het portvrijdom der openbare bibliotheken. [Free postage for 
public libraries]. K.G. van Acker. Bibliotheekgids, 31 (2) March-April 1955, 
18-23. 

A Belgian Post Office directive of 20 May 1952 has put an end to the practice 
whereby public libraries have sent inter-library loans free through the post. 
The legal position is examined, and comparison is made with the practice in 
France, the Netherlands and Norway, and indeed with the privileges still en- 
joyed by Belgian university libraries. 


4957 Yes, You can (The Park Forest Library Election), Howard W. 
Winger. Illinois Libs., 38 (6) June 1955, 154-157. 


On March 26, 1955, Park Forest voters voted for a public library and registered 
their approval of the maximum library tax. In early 1954, interested citizens 
had formed a committee for a Park Forest library, and from their discussions 
came a plan for a library and a proposal for a tax referendum. The election 
campaign was vigorous and well organised, especially the system of establishing 
personal contacts. The lines of development to be followed in building up the 
library are indicated. 


4958 Selling the library service, A.C. Jones. Asst. Lib., 48 (5) May 1955, 
83-87. 


A report of 6th Annual Weekend Conference of the A.A.L., Birmingham, 
April 1955. The theme—Publicity and Public Relations—was discussed under 
the headings (i) Exhibition and extension work, (ii) Printed publicity and 
(iii) National publicity. Conference passed several resolutions on the need for 
this work and methods of furthering it. A collection of libraries’ publicity 
material was exhibited. 


4959 Public relations in libraries in the United States, Jean Hagger. 
Aust. Lib. J., 4 (1) January 1955, 22-25. 

Public relations programmes in the USA are made up of two aspects, one seek- 
ing to attract the public, the other to persuade it to stay. Two prerequisites are a 
qualified staff member, full-time in the larger systems, and a definite allocation 
of funds. Publicity is directed towards (i) the library staff to make them pub- 
licity-conscious, (ii) the controlling body to make it appreciate the library’s 
performances and needs, (iii) potential users divided into groups: students, 
housewives, public officials, etc. Those who are not potential users are dis- 
regarded. The newspaper is still the best way to reach the greatest number, 
but radio, television and the public platform are also widely used. The public 
are most likely to be persuaded to stay by a physically attractive library, a polite 
and sympathetic staff and a librarian who is easy to approach. 


4960 P.R. man gives counsel, Mort Linder. Lib. J., 80 (13) July 1955, 
1533-1538. Port. 


The author is president of a public relations firm. He maintains that the public 
library cannot be blamed for the evils of the world (as some librarians would 
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have it) as other institutions such as the family, Church, school, and government 
have a more fundamental influence. This is important, as before a library can 
have a public relations programme it must be aware of its role in the community. 
For good relations with the staff there should be staff meetings, a house organ, 
personal letters, bulletin board announcements, social activities, Christmas 
parties, and library picnics. Frequent reports to the committee should keep them 
well-informed of the activities of the library. Good relations with the public 
are maintained by making the library the logical cultural centre for the area. 
The library should sponsor all kinds of cultural activities. The public should be 
encouraged to help the library program by forming a citizens’ advisory board. 


4961 New reference library in Denbighshire, E. R. Luke. Lib. World, 
56 (660) June 1955, 199-200. 

A prison chapel has been adapted as the Reference Department of the Den- 
bighshire County Library at a cost of approx. £300.. The room measures 
74ft. by 17ft. and is fitted with staff enclosure, steel shelving and store-room. 
In the predominantly rural area technical information is seldom required ; the 
stock is composed mainly of all the worthwhile publications in Welsh and re- 
lating to Wales published since 1921 and includes a Denbighshire Local Collection 
and Quick Reference Section. 


4962 Hints for preparing a readable annual report, John Ward. News 
Notes of Calif. Libs., 50 (2) April 1955, 363-369. 
Includes a bibliography of 54 references. 


4963 De bemoeienissen van de O.L.B. met de lectuurvoorziening voor 
de blinden en de problemen met betrekking tot het “gesproken boek.” 
[The difficulties of the public library in providing reading matter for the blind 
and the problems concerning the “spoken book”]. G. A. van Riemsdijk. 
Bibliotheekgids, 31 (2) March-April 1955, 23-30. 

The discussion of the desirability of international action on the subject of the 
public library and the spoken book at the 1953 IFLA conference raises three 
questions : whether the spoken book is to be used as an alternative to Braille 
as a medium for the production of books for the blind in appropriate instances, 
or whether the spoken book is to duplicate the Braille book ; whether the 
production and distribution of spoken books is a task for the public library, or 
whether the former function should be taken over by a special institution, in 
which case it must be considered what function the public library can have in 
their distribution ; and, if the smaller countries are to go over to the production 
of spoken books, whether the time has not come for the adoption of an inter- 
national technical standard, with provision for advice to be given to the smaller 
countries concerning the practicability or desirability of a particular technique 
for their production. 


4964 Some thoughts on subject departmentalization in a large public 
library, John L. Gardner. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (7) July 1955, 254-260. Plan. 


A description of the layout and the service provided by the Brooklyn (U.S.) 
Central Library is followed by a survey of the advantages and disadvantages of 
subject departmentalization. Definitions of the American library staff terms 
“professional”, “pre-professional”, ‘“‘clerk”’ and “part-time clerk”, together with 
a discussion of the problems arising from the employment of professionals and 
non-professionals in a public library are also included. 
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4965 The organization of a public library for subject specialization, 
A. W. McClellan. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (8) August 1955, 296-303. 


Since the abolition of the penny rate in 1919, specialization by public library 
staffs has tended to be away from the public, e.g. in classification, cataloguing 
and book selection. The Tottenham Public Libraries system is divided into two 
divisions : (i) administrative, consisting of typing group, technical services group 
and a public service and general duties group ; and (ii) bibliographical, divided 
into five subject groups. Each subject group, within its own subject field, is 
responsible for book selection, cataloguing, classifying, stock revision, biblio- 
graphical work and readers’ advisory and information service. 


4966 Public technical library service for industry, with special 
reference to the ‘Postal Borrowing Scheme’ and to ‘Documents 
Bulletin,’ Douglas Ball. Aslib Proc., 7 (2) May 1955, 101-107. 


Liverpool provides a public technical library which actively serves its local 
industries and students. For students a generous central pool of textbooks 
is held for home lending. Material is lent to firms for use on their own premises 
by means of subscriptions to the Postal Borrowing Service. To encourage 
loans to firms the Technical Library circulates Documents Bulletin, a monthly 
classified list, produced on Multilith apparatus, of accessions and of papers in 
current periodicals. The latter are indexed either completely or with a selective 
bias towards local interests. Scanning of journals for this purpose incidentally 
proves a useful discipline and the cards thus prepared as ‘copy’ for the Bulletin 
provide an up-to-date subject index of holdings. 


4967 The Dixson Library and Galleries, G. D. Richardson. Aust. Lib. ; = 
4(1) January 1955, 5-12. 


When Sir William Dixson died on 17th August 1952, at the age of 82, he com- 
pleted by his will a gift to the people of Australia of a documentary and pictorial 
record of their past, excelled only by that of David Scott Mitchell 45 years earlier. 
As early as 1869, when the Public Library of New South Wales was founded, a 
collection of Australiana existed, largely based on a bequest by Mr. Justice 
Edward Wise. The existence of this collection encouraged later bequests, most 
notably that of Mitchell, who in turn influenced Dixson. The Dixson collection 
includes historical pictures and portraits, books, mss., coins and medals. The 
chief features are indicated and outstanding items described. 


4968 Nye bibliotekslokaler pa landet i 1954. [New rural libraries in 
1954]. Bogens Verden, 37 (4) May 1955, 188-190. Photo. 


Most new rural schools contain a room to serve for school library and local 
public library. Parishes average 1,000 people and by law the library room must 
be at least 50 sq. metres and contain at least 3,000 vols. and seats for 30-36 readers. 
The photograph shows the library at Braedstrup, Jutland, 2,700 population, 
with a room 135 sq. metres. Some examples have separate rooms for school 
and for public library. Furniture and equipment is sometimes superior to urban 
library standards. 


4969 Suomenkielisid kirjoja Kirunassa. [Finnish books in Kiruna]. 
Kai Séderhielm. Kirjastolehti, 48 (4) April 1955, 86-87. 


The City Library of Kiruna and its branches serve the major part of the Finnish 
speaking minority in Sweden. The demand for books is in general very limited 
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in this remote part of the country and the most read Finnish books are some with 
local colour and in the local dialect. The library’s Finnish books have recently 
been arranged into a special collection. It is expected that the general financial 
and social development of the district will encourage the minority to conserve 
their Finnish language and culture. 


4970 Tutkimus Tampereen kaupunginkirjaston kayttajisté. [An in- 
vestigation regarding the users of Tampere City Library]. Ester Seppili. 
Kirjastolehti, 48 (4) April 1955, 75-79. 

A sample was taken comprising every fifth loan to adults on record on May 20th, 
1953 (2,707 books and borrowers). In addition, 100 questionnaires were sent 
out. The youngest age groups are most frequently represented. The higher 
the education and the more books there are in the home, the more frequent is 
the use of the library. About 40% of the sample were work people. 36.9% 
of the books were books of information. Readers of book reviews prefer high- 
class fiction. Reading habits according to sex and occupation are discussed. 


4971 The eliminating economy, G. A. Carter. Lib. World, 56 (655) 
January 1955, 108-110 ; 56 (656) February 1955, 126-128. 


There is an annual expenditure of £650m. on local government services in 
Great Britian (5s. 6d. per head of population) of which £11,200,000 is spent 
on public libraries. Expenditure can still expand without due strain but is 
planned mainly for services controlled by central government departments. 
Library economy schemes have aimed to eliminate and restrict fiction and best- 
sellers, and, as a result, a section of the reading community. The authority’s 
mandate to organise a library service as set out in the various Acts of Parliament 
does not allow for these eliminations. There isa still room for financial expansion 
and libraries should be encouraged to expand rather than to economise. 


4972 The Harsnett Library, Colchester, P. Hepworth. East Anglian 
Mag., 14 (7) May 1955, 395-401. Illus. 

A brief account is given of the life and writings of Archbishop Samuel Harsnett 
(1561-1631). His library, founded in 1619, was moved from place to place and 
lay in Colchester Castle from 1749 to 1883 when it was accidentally noticed 
and subsequently re-housed in the public library in 1894. The collection con- 
tains 850 books. Some date from the 15th century ; there are tracts relating to 
religious controversies, the earliest printed polyglot psalter (1516), early forms of 
prayer, examples of several printing houses, and many contemporary bindings 


4973 The Colman Library, Norwich, P. Hepworth. East Anglian Mag., 
14 (5) March 1955, 242-249. Illus. 


The Norwich industrialist, Jeremiah James Colman, built up a library during 
the period 1878-98 on Norfolk and Norwich subjects, including books, pam- 
phlets, news-cuttings, election material, portraits, prints and maps. A 6000p. 
catalogue, containing many biographical notes, compiled by John Quinton, 
was published in 1896. The library was continued by Colman’s son, R. J. Col- 
man, and re-housed in glass-fronted cases at Crown Point. In 1911 appeared 
a catalogue of Norfolk and Norwich portraits, The library of 10,000 vols. 
was presented to the city of Norwich in October 1954. Brief description is 
given of some of the rare and beautiful items in the collection. 
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4974 Libraries of Kent : Tonbridge, Stella J. Hardy. Kent News Letter, 
6 (6) May 1955. 
A brief historical sketch from 1881 to date. 


4975 Public Libraries: Annual Reports 1953-54. N.Z. Libs. 17 (9) 
October 1954, 201-211. 


Extracts with brief summaries of statistics of Wellington, Lower Hutt, Pal- 
merston North, Hamilton, Wanganui, Invercargill, Timaru, Hastings, Petone, 
Oamaru, and Tauranga. 


4976 Headquarters stock system. N.Z. Libs., 18 (4) May 1955, 100-102. 


The moving about of the books of the Headquarters stock of Wellington Public 
Libraries, i.e. the stock of books held in common by the ten branch libraries, 
had become obstructed by laborious routines. The four ways in which books 
can move about are described. The routine has been simplified with a conse— 
quent increase in inter-branch transactions. 


4977 A regional system of associate libraries, Dawes Markwell. Publ. 
Libs., 7 (4) December 1953, 7-9. 


The county library which gives bookmobile service to Bradford, Sullivan 
and Wyoming counties has introduced a new system of federation with the smaller 
towns of the three counties. These small-town libraries are independent. 
Well-established, live libraries which have the possibility of growth are offered 
association with the county library. Under the Association plan the county 
library assumes full responsibility for the local book collection. The book- 
stock is completely revised, brought up to date and is subject to an annual survey. 
The local library is still responsible for its building and staffand may use the money 
formerly allocated to the bookfund for any improvement it wishes. By decision 
of its Board of Directors, the local library may withdraw from the scheme at 
any time. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


4978 The advantage of a link between rural schools and a municipal 
library, L. A. Allen. Aust. Lib. J., 4 (1) January 1955, 25-27. 


Modern trends in education, which require the teacher to be less a master 
than a director of studies, demand a much more extensive reference library than 
in the past. Yet few small country schools with an age range from 5 to 12 or 14 
can find finance to establish and maintain an adequate library. This article by 
the head teacher of one such school goes on to describe the benefits which resulted 
from the establishment in the school of a branch of the junior section of the local 
municipal library. A marked improvement in written and oral expression, 
spelling and general knowledge was observed on the part of the borrowers as 
compared with non-borrowers. In addition a sense of responsibility in the 
children was being developed through their own operation of the library. 


4979 The library is an instructional materials center in today’s schools, 
Mary Louise Mann. _ Illinois Libs., 37 (5) May 1955, 142-143. 


Explains the philosophy of the unity of educational materials and their in- 
tegration with the school curriculum and outlines the development and appli- 
cation of this philosophy in Indiana. 
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4980 Library moves to new quarters, Emma S. Hough. _ Illinois Libs., 37 
(5) May 1955, 149-150. 

A description of the new library room of the Township High School, Murphys- 
boro, its layout, decoration and fittings. The library and study room are now 
separated, but the disadvantages of this are being overcome. 


4981 Auditorium is converted into a modern high school library, 
G. W. Lefever. Pioneer, 18 (3) May-June 1955, 9-10. Photos. 

The Gettysbury Junior-Senior High School Library now comprises a main 
reading room, workroom, Librarian’s office, store rooms and three conference 
rooms. The main area of the auditorium has become the reading room with 
nineteen tables and seating accommodation for 106 people. The conference 
rooms which occupy the space under the old balcony are sound-proof, they are 
equipped with tables and chairs and shelving is provided for special collections. 
The Librarian’s office, storage room and workroom are reconstructed out of 
the stage area. The “U” shaped charging desk in the reading room is a unit 
of six sections behind which stands a counter-height, double-faced, book case 
where the encyclopaedias and special reference volumes are shelved. A diction- 
ary stand is at one end of this case and at the other the card catalogue. 


4982 Another high school auditorium becomes a functional library, 
Mrs. Kay Armstrong. Pioneer, 18 (3) May-June 1955, 15-16. Photos. 


The Mary Carol Lightner Library was converted from the combined audi- 
torium and gymnasium of the William Penn High School, Newcastle, Delaware. 
The room has seating capacity for 100 students and the stock is approximately 
7,000 volumes. The former stage has become the faculty reading section while 
the left dressing room is now the work room and the right dressing room a 
stack area. The reading room is divided into two sections—one, including a 
browsing area, reserved for senior students and the other for junior classes. There 
are eight carrel-type tables each fitted with two shelves to the left of the chair 
space. Display cases are located on one side of the room and in the school 
corridor. 


WORK WITH CHILDREN 


4983 Towards further improvement in the guidance of children’s 
reading. Bibliotekar’ (USSR) (5) May 1955, 1-4. 

The twelfth meeting of the Komsomol decided that the Pioneer organisation 
should take into account the psychology of children, their merry romanticism 
and aversion to moral exhortation. Librarians should apply this in their con- 
versations with individuals ; they should talk sincerely and thoughtfully about 
various interests (e.g. science in the children’s library at Gorki) and their heroes, 
and with due attention to the literary and artistic merits of the books. The work 
is faulty if a lad speaks enthusiastically about a beloved hero and yet does not try 
to be like him in everyday life. In the Central children’s library in Moscow the 
big crowds of children are orderly and speak quietly so as not to disturb others. 
But not all libraries are like that, for many departments of culture place a value 
on quantity of conferences ; there should be a really different service for children, 
e.g. children’s catalogues and conferences suitable to their age. 
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4984 Guidance in reading for children of junior age, A. Korovenko, 
Bibliotekar’ (USSR) (5) May 1955, 24-27. 

Our task is to implant reading habits into children mastering reading in classes 
Iand Il. The children’s library of Library No. 46 in the Proletarian region of 
Moscow serves the Stalin automobile factory. Its bookstock of about 5,000 
consists of the usual books recommended by the Ministry of Education, but it 
has gaps which create difficulties in conversations with individuals and in guidance 
of groups. All the schools in the region visit the library with their teachers, 
there were in 1953-54 forty visits of 1,300 children ; the librarians explain the 
library’s resources and how to borrow books and to use the catalogues, posters 
and displays, and then the teacher asks the children to talk about the books they 
like and to recite poems. When children join, the librarian tests the reading 
standard of the little ones to see if they can read lower case ; with the bigger 
ones she asks their interests and if they have books at home or borrow them from 
their school library, and makes notes accordingly in the ‘remarks’ column on 
their forms. In conversation when they return a book the librarian informally 
and tactfully finds out if they have read it all and understood it, or why not, 
and which of the characters they liked best (and, with older children, if they have 
compared the conduct of their heroes with their own, and which hero they 
would wish to resemble); some are even offended if their opinion is not asked. 
Quite often the older ones are interested in only one subject, for instance, war, 
or stories, and not animals. Reading extracts aloud is quite popular, and so are 
book displays, for instance on the 300th anniversary of the union with the Ukraine. 
At the beginning of the school year and before the summer holidays, books and 
posters are distributed on subjects such as “Our feather friends and enemies”, 
and other Moscow children’s libraries do thistoo. The librarian insists on correct 
speech from borrowers. 


4985 Die Kataloge in den sowjetischen Kinderbibliotheken. [Cata- 
logues in Children’s Libraries in the USSR]. A. Klenow. Bibliothekar, 9 (6) 
June 1955, 347-352. 


Like adults, children, too, must be taught the use of catalogues to enable them 
to choose their books. Owing to age differences one catalogue cannot be made 
to serve all children. Suitably graded ones must therefore be compiled. For 
the very young coloured posters and illustrated loose-leaf albums—arranged 
under such headings as Our Country, About Flowers, About School, Poems, 
Fairy Stories—will be adequate. Entries will contain author’s family name and 
title only ; annotations must be brief and intelligible to the young child, and may 
be culled from the books themselves. For the intermediate group a much more 
complex subject catalogue is needed. It comprises a far greater variety of 
subjects, gives more bibliographical detail, but is interleaved with cut-out illus- 
trations on separate cards. A classified catalogue of the whole junior stock is 
wanted for the older children who, having mastered it, should have no difficulties 
in the adult section later. An additional catalogue will group entries under 
subject headings as World of Nature, News from the Soviet Union, etc. The 
classification scheme does not materially differ from the adult library, but the 
catalogues take the reader’s age into account. 


4986 Bringing books to young Philadelphians, Charles E. McMenamin. 
Lib. J., 80 (10) May 15, 1955, 1236-1241. Illus. 


An account of various reading programmes designed to stimulate children’s 
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reading. One of the most popular is the children’s Vacation Reading Club, 
After having read three books from a select list, and having reported on them, 
the child receives a badge. A certificate is presented to those who read 10 books. 
Story hour programmesarealso very popular. During 1954, 131 story hours were 
held and attendances were 3,138. A Book Fair with ten subject displays is being 
planned. Bibliographies relating to radio broadcasts are also issued. A new 
service of work with young adults is being planned. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION SERVICES 


4987 The Kendallville project : an experiment in adult education in 
the small-town library, Robert M. Smith. Publ. Libs., 9 (1-2) March-May 
1955, 1-2, 11, 27-28, 38-39. 

Five small-town libraries in north-west Indiana are taking part in this experi- 
ment. A professional field consultant is assisting library personnel to develop 
long-range adult education programmes. After training, the librarians practice 
adult education in their own communities, then try to assess and understand the 
significance of the educational experience undergone. The Kendallville project 
began in September 1954, with a training institute for group discussion leaders and 
participants. One of the means by which the project was to be expanded was 
library-sponsored Planners Institutes in co-operation with local organisations 
held in each of the communities involved. Among the aims were the improve- 
ment in the quality of local organisations programmes and at the same time to 
publicise library resources and services. Conclusions already gathered show the 
great potentialities in this field and the value the scheme has in promoting inter- 
library co-operation and understanding. 


4988 The Public Library on the air, Cecil Jubber. S. Afr. Libs., 22 (4) 
April 1955, 107-114. 

The adapted script of a broadcast to survey the daily events emphasising the 
services available to readers. 


4989 Armchair travel in the Transvaal, H. M. Robinson. S. Afr. Libs. 
22 (4) April 1955, 117-122. Photo. 

A description of a series of Bookweek displays organised by the Transvaal 
Provincial Library, and taken on tour through the towns in the area. The formal 
programme and details of some of the series are given together with notes 
on the arrangements made with the local authorities. 


4990 Without the walls, Elsie P. Smith. Manch. Rev., 7, Winter 1954, 
136-138. Illus. 

A description of Manchester City Libraries’ extra-mural service, covering 
hospitals, residential homes, sanatoria and a prison. 


4991 Navy bibliotherapy : (i) Library programs, by Ruby Hannah ; 
(ii) Experiment in group reading, by Mary Beth Underwood. Lib. J., 80 
(10) May 15, 1955, 1171-1176. Illus. 

The articles are by the librarian and assistant librarian of the U.S. Naval Hos- 
pital, Portsmouth, Virginia. Both describe experiments in the use of books 
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to aid patients in their readjustments. The librarians depend on the Medical 
Officer to indicate the necessity for such treatment. Round Table discussions 
are held and used as stimulants to the patients and as diagnostic help to the medical 
staff. Group play readings are also employed. One of the most popular was 
“the Caine Mutiny Court-martial”. When dealing with individual patients 
a careful study of the patient’s background and present needs is made and reading 
material is carefully selected and screened. Material which would have a 
depressing effect is avoided, 


4992 Our responsibility to older people, Charles E. Haggerty. Illinois 
Libs., 37 (5) May 1955, 132-136. 


In the U.S.A., formerly a young nation, one-seventh of the population will 
by 1980 be over 65. This sets a problem to public libraries, which in common 
with other institutions have been orientated towards youth. In 1946, Cleveland 
Public Libraries initiated a Live Long and Like It Club to provide informal 
education for the over sixties. Other large libraries have followed suit. Medium- 
sized and small libraries could also work in this field, especially on the basis of 
regional co-operation. The various types of activity are outlined including 
especially what can be done through reader guidance services. Those of the 
older people who cannot come to the library can be served by bookmobile, 
mail or by volunteers. 


4993 Plays in the library, Dorothy Bieneman. _ Illinois Libs., 37 (5) May 
1955, 136-138. Illus. 


The chief purpose of the Peru (Ill.) Library Experimental Theatre, which grew 
out ofa small play reading group, is to do interpretative reading of the best in drama. 
Little staging is used, no fees charged and the method of presentation has differed 
for each play. It has proved invaluable as a public relations service for the 
library. 


4994 Fangelsebiblioteket i Malm6. [Prison library in Malmé]. Bengt 
Holmstrém. Biblioteksbladet, 40 (6) 1955, 295-298. 


From 1941 to 1946 and since 1951 Malm6 County Library has supplied the 
State Prison of Malm6 with travelling libraries. In 1953 closer collaboration 
between the prison authorities and the library began ;_ the bookstock was revised 
re-classified and re-catalogued. The collection now numbers 2,222 vols. In 
1954 prisoners borrowed 20,703 books, one-third of them being obtained from 
the public library. The average number of loans per prisoner was 99, Details 
are given of reading tastes. At present there is no fixed grant for prison libraries 
and funds are inadequate. A reform of prison library service was proposed 
in 1949 but has not yet been put into effect. 


LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE : plans, furniture, lighting 


4995 Impact, Ernest A. Savage. Lib. World, 56 (655) January 1955, 103-108. 

Most library buildings make little impact on the general public ; they are ugly 
and unwelcoming and fail to set off their contents and services. National guid- 
ance would be inadequate ; it is usually librarians themselves who experiment 
and innovate in their own services. Basic rules might be : (ji) a library building 
should publicize the kind and limit of its function, (ii) any division of a library 
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more useful in one zone than another should be sited where it will have most 
impact. Criticism of buildings should be encouraged and architects, committees 
and librarians impressed with the idea that a library has not only to store books 
but to make them known and get them read. Various examples of buildings 
are quoted. 


4996 An architect speaks, J. R. Williamson. Lib. J., 80 (10) May 15, 1955, 
1229-1230. 

A short account of how librarian and architect can help one another. The 
librarian should make a thorough analysis of his requirements and write a com- 
plete programme from which the architect may work. The amount of space 
required is essential to the architect. It is the architect’s duty to give the library 
character and the librarian should not be so bound by the function of the library 
as not to allow the architect the use of his imagination and design ability. 


4997 Melbourne University : report on library building plans, K. A. 
Lodewycks. Aust. Lib. J., 4 (2) April 1955, 57-62. 

The new building will be T-shaped to secure maximum natural light and 
will consist of a basement and four floors on a ground area of 18,000 sq. ft., 
accommodating 1,000 readers and 200,000 books. Allowance has been made 
for the addition by stages of horizontal extensions and three more floors to provide 
for another 1,000 readers and 400,000 books. The ground floor will accommodate 
the General Reading Room, Periodicals Room, catalogue, reference and book 
delivery services, administrative staff and work-rooms. The other floors will 
provide reading rooms for the accommodation and use of open access collections 
suitably divided into seven subject groups, also special collections, rare books, 
microfilm or microcard readers, maps and audio-visual aids. Carrels, seminar 
or study rooms, smoking and discussion rooms will be provided, and a newspaper 
room and an outdoor reading area are envisaged. The basement will include 
staff amenities and stacks. The advantages of the modular plan are explained 
and an account given of planning procedure and factors to be taken into con- 
sideration when planning the layout. 


4998 PA studierejse i England. [Study tour in England]. Mine Islev. 
Bogens Verden, 37 (4) May 1955, 177-183. Illus. 

Describes recent trends in modular or unit planning of library buildings as 
seen in the Hollyhedge Branch, Manchester, and Manor Branch, Sheffield City 
Libraries. 


4999 Librarians help to build a dream library, Mabel W. Hogue. 
Lib. J., 80 (10) May 15, 1955, 1227-1229. Illus., plan. 

An account of the planning of the library in Albany High School. An area 
of 3,942 sq. ft. gives a capacity for 11,200 books and seating accommodation 
for 150 in the main reading room. A northern exposure gives good natural 
lighting and continuous louvred fluorescent lights are used for artificial lighting. 
Woodwork is birch in a natural finish. Recessed glass exhibit cases and bulletin 
boards are used for display. There is an informal corner near the magazine 
racks. There are two conference rooms, an audio-visual room, a workroom, 
and a glass-partitioned office. Staff consists of one trained librarian, one clerical 
assistant, and 31 student assistants. The total student body is 1,240. 
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5000 The Marshall Brooks Library, Principia College, Virginia Hall. 
Illinois Libs., 37 (6) June 1955, 176-178. Illus. 

The new library building is being built in contemporary style with few solid 
walls and partitions and a great deal of glass. It will hold 150,000 vols. (present 
collection 50,000) with possible expansion of from 25 to 45 per cent. The future 
layout, decoration and fittings are described. Experience has shown that every 
item under consideration for a new library building should be checked and double 
checked. 


5001 A completely new building for Lancaster Free Public Library, 
Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr. Pioneer, 18 (3) May-June 1955, 3-8. Plans. 
Photos. 


This new building, opened in the autumn of 1954 at a cost of $506,000, has 
two stories and a full basement for book storage. The main floor is devoted to 
the adult and teen-age services, the librarian’s office and work rooms with a 
wing at the rear for the county library work room and bookmobile. The centre 
of the floor is used as a browsing area the books being shelved in recessed wall 
cases and six island book stacks at right angles to one wall. The upper floor 
contains the children’s room, an assembly room for lectures, and an art exhibition 
room, the rare books room, which is also used for music programmes, the 
committee room and staff room. A glass display case and table-type museum 
case are fixed at the entrance to the children’s room. Rubber tile floors are used 
in all public rooms with asphalt tiles in work rooms, halls and offices. All rooms 
used by the public have acoustical tile ceilings and recessed fluorescent lighting. 
The rear of the library opens on to a flagstoned terrace beyond which is parking 
area for seventeen automobiles and space for two staff cars. 


LIBRARY MATERIALS : audio-visual aids, maps, periodicals 
(serials), etc. 


5002 Audio-visual techniques or theory :? Chase Dane. N.Z. Libs., 17 
(9) October 1954, 211-213. 

The growth of audio-visual materials during the last twenty to thirty years 
has been almost phenomenal, and, as is usual, attention has been centred on the 
techniques rather than the theory. Now librarians must decide whether they 
are going to concentrate on the techniques which will soon be commonplace 
or on the theory of these materials. Theory can be exploited indefinitely and 
often determines the techniques. Ideally both should be studied. 


5003 Films about libraries, John F. Harvey. Lib. J., 80 (10) May 15, 
1955, 1177-1182. 


Several dozen films and filmstrips are now available explaining the intricacies 
of the library to patrons. Kansas State Teachers college, Pittsburg, recently 
had two film festivals attended by a number of librarians. Library films are 
divided into two types : (i) attitudinal, i.e. directed at non-library users, and 
(ii) instructional, i.e. to show the user the mechanics of the library service. In 
using the films a librarian is necessary to supplement the information given. 
A list of films is given with a discussion on their value. Suggestions for future 
films are also added. 
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5004 Exhibition of Music, National Library of Scotland. Lib. World, 
56 (658) April 1955, 164-165. 

The exhibition was arranged for a visit by the Scottish Group of the Library 
Association University and Research Section. A brief report is given of a dis- 
cussion on the resources of some Scottish music libraries. 


5005 Sixteenth and seventeenth century resources in Mexico—Il, 
Robert Stevenson. Fontes Artis Musicae, (1) 1955, 10-15. 

(See LSA 4377). The codex discovered at Cacalomacan by Valdés in 1931 
is described in detail: among its items of special interest are two unique Nahuatl 
hymns (with Christian texts in an Indian language and polyphonic music), and 
five masses attributed to Palestrina, one of them represented here alone. Sebas- 
tian de Aguirre’s Método de Citara(1640), a ms. of tablature dances, is also mentioned. 


5006 The magnetic tape revolution in library service, Charles Elliott. 
A.L.A. Bull., 49 (7) July-August 1955, 323-325. Photo. 


A magnetic recording tape is a thin ribbon of paper or plastic which has 
been smoothly coated with a surface of minute iron oxide, and is wound on reels 
which insert easily for use on the recording machine. Recordings can easily 
be made of music, dramas, bird calls, children’s games, speeches of all varieties, 
etc. This offers a revolution in library service in adding three dimensions of 
activity. In 1948 the Louisville Free Public Library had a “‘stock-pile of culture” 
in its 26,000 tape recordings that would give ten years playing time. The cost 
of equipment is given. The largest patrons are schools, groups and agencies. 
At present a number of government educational and private agencies offer 
catalogues of tapes available. It is a service, the writer feels, that librarians could 
further and in which they could provide leadership. 


5007 Law books for the blind, Joseph L. Andrews and William B. Stern. 
Law Lib. J., 48 (2) May 1955, 150-154. 

Increased provision of legal material is being made for the blind in the U.S.A., 
in the form both of books in Braille and of records. A list of material available in 
both these forms is given. 


5008 Nederlandse overheidsuitgaven. [Netherlands Government pub- 
ications]. D. N. Belinfante. Bibliotheekleven, 40 (6) June 1955, 161-175. 

An analysis of the different types of official publications in the Netherlands, 
with notes on their cataloguing and on some of the important personalities con- 
cerned with their production. 


5009 Outstanding U.S. government publications of 1954, Carl H. 
Melinat. Wilson Lib. Bull., 29 (10) June 1955, 788-790. 
An annotated list of 43 items arranged alphabetically by subject. 


5010 The storage and conservation of maps : a report prepared by a 
committee of the Royal Geographical Society, 1954. Geog. J., 121 (2) 
June 1955, 182-189. Bibliog. 

Based on information obtained from 25 libraries and map collections. A 
map should be stored and conserved in the state in which it is issued. Practice, 
however, modifies this ideal depending on whether maps are in working col- 
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lections or of archival importance, and further, whether the maps are expendable 
or to be kept for posterity. Storage conditions should be of a temperature 
55—60° F., relative humidity 65%, with good ventilation and protection from 
strong light. Details are given of the various methods of storage of printed 
maps on paper in drawers, files, vertical and suspension, boxes, portfolios, wall 
maps on rollers, guard books and folded. Wooden cabinets with horizontal 
drawers should be regarded as the minimum acceptable. The special require- 
ments of archival material, e.g. quality of map, principle of custody, are dis- 
cussed. The report ends with notes on the repair of maps and precautions 
to be taken while maps are in use. 


5011 Litt om patentvesen. [Some information on patents]. Leif 
Nordstrand. UDK Bull., 1 (2) 1955, 35-44. Illus. 


The purpose of granting patents is to give a stimulus to invention and thus to 
further technical development. An outline of the history of patent law in 
Britain, USA, France and Austria is followed by details of Norwegian patent 
law. The average number of applications in Norway has been 3,476 a year ; 
50.69%, have been granted -but only 10% are “in use.” 


5012 Information, the father of invention: the advancement of 
librarian-technician relationships, F. W.Gravell. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (7) 
July 1955, 247-253. 

Inventions are, in general, the outcome of previous information and skill, 
and this is particularly so in an age of collective research. The value of patent 
specifications to industry is obvious. What can be much improved is the 


provision of such specifications and of technical information in libraries of all 
kinds. 


5013 De betekenis van tijdschriftenlijsten voor ons werk. [The 
importance of periodicals lists for our work]. Th. P. Loosjes. Bibliotheekleven, 
40 (7) July 1955, 202-224. Diagram, bibliog. 

Periodicals themselves have changed fundamentally since the 18th century, 
their news-sheet character having given way to their present primary function 
as a vehicle for the dissemination of the results of research. This, together with 
the spread of articles in one field into periodicals not primarily concerned with 
that field, has made good lists of periodicals necessary. Such lists are of diverse 
types, depending upon the motive for their compilation, and the author suggests 
a cycle starting with the production of lists, passing through their function in 
libraries, in documentation services, and in scientific research, back to the pro- 
duction of new lists. Lists may be important in libraries for the purposes of 
acquisitions, checking, locations, subject-matter, or bibliographical data. 
Periodicals lists must be complete and up to date. 


5014 Periodicals on display, Jean Halliday. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 43 (3) 
July 1955, 410-412. Illus. 


The flat display of journals makes big demands on space, and in any case, the 
patrons of a busy scientific library are more interested in the contents than the 
covers. The author prefers upright displays and has devised a steel shelf with 
wooden sides, the shelf being slotted every inch for its entire length. Thin 
steel dividers 74 inches high fit into these slots and hook-in at the back. The 
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dividers support the journals and separate the different titles. Advantages are : 
a saving of two thirds of the space, and a large part of the cost, of a flat display ; 
more journals are brought up to eye-level ; in the stacks, a lessening of the 
damage to journals caused by extraction from and insertion into an overcrowded 


shelf. 


5015 Evaluation of serial equipment for library purposes, Andrew D. 
Osborn. Serial Slants, 6 (3) July 1955, 118-122. 

A multi-purpose serial record is necessary and it needs to be supplemented by 
an outstanding-order file and a record of titles no longer on the visible index. 
Order records for periodicals and monographs should be kept separate. The 
value of a complete record of payments made for periodicals is questioned. 
Visible indexes should have cross references kept to a minimum, and the claims 
system should be as automatic as possible (having stationery to meet several 
situations and coin cards for remitting small amounts). 


5016 The use of signals in serials record work, Johanna E. Tallman. 
Serial Slants, 6 (3) July 1955, 123-130. 


The variations in serials record cards and equipment in U.S. libraries, the 
signals used with them and the way the signals are used, are considered in some 
detail. 


CATALOGUING, CLASSIFICATION, INDEXING, 
ABSTRACTING 


5017 Technical services: policy, organization, and co-ordination : 
report of the DCC Committee on Administration, Bella E. Shachtman, 
editor. J. of Cat. and Class., 11 (2) April 1955, 59-114. 

A detailed report, including a questionnaire used in the gathering of informa- 
tion, on the technical services (acquisitions, cataloguing, classification, binding 
and other preparatory operations) in 48 research libraries and eight public 
libraries. Ilustrative forms accompany the text. (Taken from Amer. Doc., 6 (3) 
July 1955). 


5018 Centralized and co-operative cataloging, Carl R. Cox. News 
Notes of Calif Libs., 50 (2) April 1955, 355-360. 

A brief history of the subject, with examples from Germany, Denmark, 
Norway, Russia, Brazil, and some American state, county and municipal 
schemes, is followed by considerations of the advantages and disadvantages. A 
bibliography of 39 references is included. 


5019 The National film library and its cataloguing rules, Bernard 
Chibnall. J. of Doc., 11 (2) June 1955, 79-82. 

The form of the rules is governed by the fact that films are entered under 
their titles (except newsreels which are entered under their date). The rules 
consist of four parts (i) Title catalogue (ii) Newsfilm catalogue (iii) Indexes 
(iv) Style. The title entry is made under the original release title and as far as 
possible in the language of the original work. There are indexes to (i) the 
persons or companies connected with the production of the films (ii) notable 
personalities appearing (iii) subject (iv) form and (v) treatment. 
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5020 Die Ordnung der Sachtitel im alphabetischen Katalog nach der 
gegebenen Wortfolge (mechanische Ordnung): Erérterung einiger 
Grundprinzipien. [The arrangement of the title in the alphabetical catalogue 
according to the actual word-order (mechanical arrangement) : a discussion 
of some basic principles]. Ludwig Sickmann. Arbeiten aus dem Bibliothekar- 
Lehrinstitut des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen, (6) 1955, 39p. Bibliog. 

During a discussion in 1954 on the rules for title entry in the Prussian Instruc- 
tions, the Cataloguing Committee of the Association of Libraries of Nordrhein- 
Westfalen proposed that the first substantive of the title should generally be taken 
as the filing medium, rather than the most important substantive ; many 
librarians however advocated mechanical arrangement, i.e. the use of the first 
word other than an article as a heading. The present paper is an exploratory 
examination of the principles and problems of mechanical arrangement, e.g. 
the relative virtues of “‘letter-by-letter’” and ‘“‘word-by-word”’ arrangement, 
and the difficulties peculiar to each, modifications and adaptations of the exact 
order that may be desirable, occasions when the title needs amplification from 
other sources, and relation to corporate authorship. 


5021 Some aspects of information retrieval, Cyril Cleverdon. Aslib 
Proc., 7 (3) August 1955, 153-156. 

Essential measurements of the efficiency of any classification or indexing 
scheme are the economics of its operation, the ease of handling, and its relation- 
ship to the coverage of information. Thorne has worked out a formula based 
on 100 test questions to determine the efficiency of a subject catalogue. The 
efficiency of a scheme can be impaired by too detailed coding and two or more 
catalogues compiled by different methods may be necessary to cater for basically 
different approaches. In the aeronautical field originating bodies now often 
classify their reports and provide catalogue cards. 


5022 The need for a faceted classification as the basis of all methods 
of information retrieval. [Classification Research Group]. Lib. Assn. 
Rec., 57 (7) July 1955, 262-268. 

Four types of retrieval are examined—the alphabetical subject index, the 
co-ordinate indexing system, the classified index, and automatic selection. 
Each system can provide help to the less knowledgeable user, only if it based 
on a classified schedule. In order to display adequately the linkage of related 
terms, faceted classification schedules are necessary. Techniques for facet- 
analysis and notational devices are discussed. 





5023 Common isolates in documentation work: (1) terminology 
and anteriorising isolates, S.R. Ranganathan. Rev. of Doc., 22 (1) March 
1955, 18-25. 

The first part of a paper based on discussions at the FID Conference at Belgrade 
in September 1954. States the technical terms used in the paper. A document 
has three elements—thought-content ; medium of expression ; and material of 
embodiment. Correspondingly, a call number has three parts—class number ; 
book number ; and collection number. It is helpful to keep the three parts 
distinct but most schemes mix them up in the so-called form or common or 
recurrent subdivisions. Defines common isolate. Distinguishes between 
anteriorising and posteriorising common isolates. Makes a comparative study 
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of the anteriorising common isolates in the Bibliographical, Colon, and Universal 
Decimal Classifications. 


5024 Subject analysis in eighty-one concepts, E. G. Brisch. Aslib 
Proc., 7 (3) August 1955, 157-162. 

A description of the Brisch classification for building. This is based on 
eighty-one two digit numbers, concepts, which are divided within nine main 
headings 00-80, and can be used in any conjunction. 


5025 The classification of the library of the Folk-Lore Society, 
Wilfrid Bonser and Kenneth Garside. Folk-Lore, 66 June 1955, 267-281. 


The Folk-Lore Society, whose Library is deposited in University College, 
London, has recently introduced a relative classification in place of fixed press 
marks. The new arrangement has the advantage of bringing together all the 
Library’s resources on a given topic and of making possible the compilation of 
a classified catalogue on folk-lore. The catalogue includes entries for works on 
folk-lore belonging to University College Library. As none of the existing 
schemes was satisfactory, it was decided to evolve an entirely new classification, 
which would, in addition, be an important contribution to the study of folk-lore. 
The main headings, based on a list drawn up by Allan Gomme, formerly honorary 
librarian, are as follows : A Folk-lore studies generally ; B-C Local folk-lore ; 
D-P Special aspects of folk-lore ; X Anthropology; Y Archaeology and 
antiquities ; Z Works on subjects other than folk-lore. "When it is necessary to 
choose between a topical and a regional classification, a work on a specific 
topic, e.g. law or medicine is placed under the topic (in D-P), whereas a general 
work is placed under the appropriate regional division (in B or C). Some 
topics in religious and narrative folk-lore have their own regional sub-divisions, 
In the subject catalogue works can be entered under more than one heading. 
The shelf marks are prefixed by the initials F. L. S. for the Society’s books, and 
by the word FOLKLORE for books in the College’s folklore collection. The 
remainder of the shelf mark consists of the letter and number representing the 
topic, followed by the first three letters of the author’s surname. Alphabetical 
and geographical sub-divisions occur frequently in the subject catalogue but are 
applied to the books only when a large number is assembled under one topic. 
The entries in the subject catalogue under a particular country are arranged in 
subject order corresponding to the arrangement of sections D to Y. A specimen 
shelf-mark is F. L. S. N80 : 52 OLR for Olrik, A book of Danish ballads. N80 
is the topic number for ballads, 52 the country number for Denmark, and OLR 
the first three letters of the compiler’s surname. 


5026 Problémes de classifications medicales. [Problems of medical 
classifications]. Lucia Graf. Rev. of Doc., 22 (2) June 1955, 47-78. Tables. 

A detailed study of the different schemes of classification for medical literature, 
the different types of catalogues, size of bookstocks, etc., to be found in general 
and special libraries all over the world. 


5027 Recent U.D.C. developments, G. A. Lloyd, B. Agard Evans, J. P. 
Saville. Aslib Proc., 7 (3) August 1955, 127-132. 

The growth of international interest in U.D.C. and the need, consequently, 
for wider consultation tended to retard speed of revision of schedules, but more 
rapid progress is now being made. Recent developments include preparation 
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of a three-language abridgment and the ‘excerpt’ schedules for specialist users 
of which the Abridged Building Classification is nearing publication and that 
for metallurgical literature which is in draft. 


5028 A study of co-ordinate indexing as applied to U.S. Atomic 
Energy Commission Reports, I. A. Warheit. Coll. and Res. Libs., 16 (3) 
July 1955, 278-284. 

The tests from which it was concluded that to apply co-ordinate indexing to 
AEC reports would be a reactionary undertaking are described. The regular 
AEC catalogue was found to require 14.05 hours as against 19.82 hours for the 
Uniterm catalogue, whose introduction would therefore double maintenance 
costs. Scientists and librarians experimenting with a sample catalogue com- 
plained that there were too many “false drops,” that many items could not be 
retrieved, that, in the absence of abstracts, they were “hunting blind,” and that 
the key Uniterm cards required in a large percentage of the searches usually had 
the largest number of entries and were therefore the slowest to use. 


5029 Erste und zweite Sitzung des Ausschusses zur Koordinierung 
der Dokumentation in der Deutschen Gesellschaft fiir Dokumentation 
11.9.1954 und 14.12.54. [First and second sessions of the Committee for 
Co-ordination of Documentation of the German Society for Documentation 
11.9.54 and 14.12.54]. O. Frank. Rev. of Doc., 22 (1) March 1955, 16-17. 


Suggestions were made for standardization of bibliographical references in 
abstracts and recommendations were made about prices to be charged by an 
industrial abstracting service. 


5030 An introduction to Nuclear Science Abstracts and the report 
literature of nuclear energy, J. Roland Smith. Aslib Proc., 7 (3) August 
1955, 163-175. Bibliog. 

N.S.A. is a fortnightly publication of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission and 
originated in 1946. Coverage is not exhaustive but includes all the most useful 
material, irrespective of source, which is free of security restriction. From the 
American side all contractors’ unclassified reports are covered, and selected 
U.S. patents. Overseas reports are included chiefly from Canada, U.K., France 
and Norway. In addition a comprehensive rather than critical selection is made 
from over 130 technical journals. Abstracts are serially numbered then arranged 
by alphabetical sub-divisions within six main subject headings. Author, subject 
and numerical indexes are published, the latter indicating date of publication of 
reports and providing a key to the prefixes which identify their sources. 
A.E.C. makes its non-confidential reports available through depository libraries, 
in U.K. these are the Science Library and Sheffield ; in Great Britain certain 
reports may also be borrowed from a few Government offices. 


DOCUMENTATION : General 


5031 Dokumentation in Europa (Eindruke eines indischen Doku- 
mentalisten). [Documentation in Europe (impressions of an Indian docu- 
mentalist)|. P. Sheel. Nach. f-Dok., 6 (2) June 1955, 45-49. 


The Yugoslav Centre for Technical and Scientific Documentation in Belgrade 
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is developing regional centres for selected industrial subjects. Scandinavia has 
no national centres but there is exchange of details of scientific publications by 
catalogue cards. Holland trains documentalists. Many institutes evolve their 
own classification schemes but recently-formed libraries usually adopt Dewey, at 
least as a basis. Use of automatic machines is limited. Types and uses of 
punched cards are described. The National Centre of Scientific Research in 
Paris is developing a photoelectric search machine (45 x 70mm _ microfilm— 
600 films per minute), the results copied on to 35mm film. Standard classifica- 
tion is under consideration by the International Advisory Committee on Docu- 
mentation in Natural Sciences. The author considers the time-lag between 
publication of a report and its inclusion in an international abstracting journal 
and advocates more use of microfilming or punched cards and air mail. 


5032 Documentation of science in Yugoslavia and Hungary, Elizabeth 
Beyerly. Amer. Doc. 6 (3) July 1955, 151-161. 

In both countries efforts are being made to document scientific material. The 
technical sciences are emphasised, a natural result of the urgent necessity for 
reconstruction. There are journals which supply abstracts of foreign scientific 
papers, and union lists of foreign scientific journals have been built up. 


5033 INSDOC, J. B. Reid. Rev. of Doc., 22 (1) March 1955, 10-12. 

In 1951 in response to a request by the Government of India for assistance in 
setting up a national bibliographical centre Unesco agreed to provide three 
experts (including the author) with equipment, books and journals. The 
principal aim of the centre was to make the scientific and technical periodical 
literature of the world available to Indian scientific workers and it was modelled 
on the French Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique. Among the 
services provided by INSDOC (The Indian National Scientific Documentation 
Centre) is one termed “document procurement” to denote the action of searching 
the libraries of the world for a document, procuring a copy of it, and delivering 
it to the customer. Another consists in preparing English translations of papers 
in other languages whilst the publication twice a month of the INSDOC List of 
Current Scientific Literature provides Indian workers with rapid and cheap informa- 
tion about papers contained in periodicals. 


5034 Centro de Documentacién in Mexico City, Armando M. Sandoval. 
Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 43 (3) July 1955, 376-380. 

With the recent development of science and technology in Latin America the 
need for adequate documentation became apparent, and in 1951, at the request 
of the Mexican Government, Unesco experts went there to establish a documenta- 
tion centre. They trained 4 Mexican scientists in documentation techniques 
and these were able to take over the “Centro de Documentacién Cientifica y 
Técnica de México” upon its foundation in 1954. This acts as a regional centre 
for Latin America, and pays special attention to Latin-American scientific 
bibliography. Its other aims are to disseminate the scientific and technical 
production of the world throughout the region, and to coordinate the activities 
of other libraries in Mexico (especially those in Mexico City), so as to avoid 
duplication and to make the utmost use of their resources. Its own library 
receives 2,000 journals from all over the world, which are supplemented by 


those of other libraries ; a union catalogue of those in Mexico City is being |. 


compiled. In 1952 the Centre began to publish a monthly Bulletin giving a 
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classified list of the contents of the journals it receives. The material quoted 
can be seen at the Centre, but an increasing number of photocopies are also made 
for foreign distribution. Similarly, microfilms are obtained from other biblio- 
graphical institutions abroad. The Bibliographical Department prepares 
bibliographies, or advises on the tools available for their compilation. It also 
offers a Technical Card Service on the documentation of specific fields. A 
Translation Service is provided too, which also sponsors courses in technical 
German, English, and French. 


5035 La Documentation dans |’ Union Sovietique. La Documentation 
et ’exploitation des sources offertes par les journeaux et les publications 
périodiques. [Documentation in the Soviet Union. Documentation and 
the exploitation of sources of information from newspapers and periodicals]. 
Germana Sascaro. Rev. of Doc., 22 (1) March 1955, 3. 


To overcome the difficulties of obtaining information from periodicals a 
number of centres have been set up for this work. Each receives several copies 
of newspapers and periodicals. One of these is used as a “Shop window” for 
political, social, and scientific events. The others are cut up and classified 
according to subject, using the classification of the National Book Centre. The 
cuttings are stuck into albums for use in reading rooms. If the cutting is in a 
foreign language, a translation is given. There is an author index, but the 
subject index is only subdivided into classes—-a method which means a lot of 
searching for the user of these albums. There is also a photo-copying service 
for the exchange of albums between the larger Documentation Centres and 
National Libraries, and monthly bulletins giving details of new albums are also 
published. Most of the work is done by volunteers from the Schools of 
Librarianship. 


5036 Das Institut fiir wissenschaftliche Information in Moskau. [The 
Institute for scientific information in Moscow]. P. I. Nikitin. Dokumentation, 
2(4) July 1955, 69-72. 

Created within the framework of the Academy of sciences in 1952, the 
Institute was charged with the publication of abstracting journals. Centralization 
made the integration of material possible and the series of eight titles is com- 
plementary. ‘‘Mechanics” appears in three sections, each of 6,000 abstracts. 
“Physics” is claimed to surpass Physikalische Berichte, Science abstracts, and British 
abstracts. 6,500 foreign titles, in addition to Soviet serials, are searched for 
material. All the journals, which have yearly author, subject, and formulae 
indexes, encompass patents, reviews, and dissertations. A series of technical 
abstracting services is now in preparation. 


5037 Uber die Organisation des wissenschaftlich-technischen Infor- 
mationsdienstes in der Sowjetunion. [About the organisation of scientific- 
technical information services in the Soviet Union]. Zygmunt Majewski, 
tt. O. Wegner. Dokumentation, 2 (4) July 1955, 65-69. 

(See LSA 4300). Though projected in 1940, there is no centralized direction. 
The State science library publishes specialised bibliographies, “New technical 
literature,” which are in six subdivided parts. The same information is offered, 
ina different form, by the “Techcard” service. Two-page entries can be found 
in “Bibliographies with abstracts.” Mostly foreign sources are used and sub- 
icribers choose from annually changed topics. The library maintains a register 
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of translations and compiles, on request, special bibliographies. The Poly- 
technicai central library is devoted to technical education. It distributes biblio- 
graphies and issues yearly 12 printed catalogues of translations. The Lenin 
library and, at Leningrad, the Saltykov-Shchedrin institute, possess extensive 
files on technological experience and problems. Both publish documentation 
surveys. The exchange of experience and the dissemination of technological 
progress is achieved by the Institute for technical-economic information with 
“Tekso”’ cards, information circulars, and pamphlets on topical production 
problems. The Institute for scientific information also contributes to the services, 


5038 Documentation center. News Notes of Calif. Libs., 50 (2) April 
1955, 319-320. 

Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, is setting up in its School of 
Library Science a Center for Documentation and Communication Research. 
Dr. Jesse H. Shera is supervisor and will be aided by James W. Perry and Allen 
Kent who are specialists in documentation. In co-operation with business and 
industry, government and education, the Center will conduct a programme of 
research, guidance and education directed towards improving the organisation 
and use of recorded information. “Increasing dependence of industry, business 
and government upon graphic records threatens to make obsolete the traditional 
methods of library organisation and operation. Already there is an acute 
demand for librarians trained in an entirely new philosophy of librarianship” 
(Shera). This centre is the first at a library school to meet this new challenge. 


5039 Special library and information problems in the U.S. chemical 
industry. Lib. World, 56 (660) June 1955, 200-202. 

An account of papers on various aspects of bibliographical work in the chemical 
industry, presented at a meeting of the American Chemical Society in April 
1955. 


5040 Bibliographical control of State historical material, Jacqueline 
Page Bull. Southeastern Librarian, 5 (2) Summer 1955, 49-53. 


Today there are 12,000 social scientists and over 500 journals in this field in 
the United States compared with 3,200 and 40 journals forty years ago. _Biblio- 
graphical control is discussed here in relation to a small section of the field of 
printed material on state history. Problems of inclusiveness versus selectivity ; 
chronology ; for whom is the work intended ; and standards of completeness 
are involved. 26 letters were sent out to librarians and directors of State history 
societies. They produced the following general considerations. Indexing 
should be done in relation to existing indexes. Magazines and newspapers 
particularly obituaries, society and club publications, and university theses 
should be indexed. The form should be cards, possibly later to be microfilmed 
or printed. Personal names, place-names and subjects should be included. 
Details of various things already being done in different states are discussed. 
Much is being done but there is not much regional co-operation, and the 
conclusion reached is that planning now will help to solve problems later. 


5041 Preliminary planning conference on information processing and 
correlation March 19-20, 1955, summary statement, Jesse H. Shera and 
Barbara Denison. Amer. Doc. 6 (3) July 1955, 162-166. 

The objectives of this preliminary conference were : (i) to create the organiza- 
tional machinery necessary for the promotion of a conference on the practical 
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utilization of knowledge (probably to be held in 1956) ; (ii) to plan this con- 
ference which is to cover the use of information and information theory, the 
processing of information, and the methods, systems and equipment for the 
organization and correlation of information ; (iii) to outline a post-conference 
programme of activity. 


5042 L’analyse documentaire. [Documentary analysis]. Suzanne Dufour- 
Estradére. A.B.C.D., (14) March-April 1954, 371-390. 


The necessary diffusion of the increased quantities of documentary material 
calls for improved methods of analysis. After a discussion of the general nature 
of analysis the writer divides analysable material into monographs, reports, 
patents, and articles in periodicals and newspapers. The users of documentary 
analysis are also divided into four groups according to the readiness with which 
they use it. Documentary analysis reaches its public by four means ; by library 
catalogues, by general abstracting periodicals, journals which specialise in a 
limited field, and by the internal information bulletins produced by certain firms. 
The author attacks the present confusion in abstracting method, and suggests 
that there are evident underlying principles common to many subject fields. 
There are six elements in documentary analysis, and the ultimate form of an 
abstract is determined by different combinations of these elements. The virtues 
of the different forms of abstract are discussed. 


5043 The use of material, Ralph E. Cleland. Science, 121, 15 April 1955, 
519-523. 


Comments on the large number of biological papers pouring into our libraries. 
Scientists want two rather distinct things from the literature : (i) detailed evidence 
from a relatively few papers, (ii) general summaries of a much larger group of 
publications. At present, most papers are published in full thus providing for 
the specialist. If the paper contains a summary, the needs of those less im- 
mediately concerned with the research are fulfilled ; but this is a very costly 
process. Should a biological society circulate 2-3,000 copies of an article that 
will be critically examined by only 20-100 persons ? Writer suggests that we 
consider a more economical and practical system of publishing in journal form 
digests of papers and furnishing complete copies in less expensive format to those 
who need them. University and college libraries might subscribe to microfilm 
or microcard editions of complete papers. He speculates on the desirability of 
a single journal, perhaps in the format of a tabloid newspaper, to publish digests 
of all the papers that now appear in biological journals. He estimates that such 
a journal covering the contents of ten of the present journals the size of the 
American Journal of Botany could be issued and distributed to 30,000 subscribers 
at a cost of $3-4 a year. (Taken from Amer. Doc., 6 (3) July 1955). 


5044 Guides to scientific literature, A. C. Townsend. J. of Doc. 11 (2) 
June 1955, 73-78. 


A brief revicw of the types of guides is given. The general works are in- 
sufficiently detailed for the specialist so a number of guides to special subjects 
has been published, a selection of which forms an appendix to this paper. 
These guides contain lists of books and periodicals and often include chapters on 
the techniques of literature searching, accounts of libraries, questions of style, etc. 
Other guides are more like directories in that they include lists of institutes, 
societies, etc. There are also guides which are designed for the student and for 
those who are uncertain how to commence a search. 
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5045 Industry and the local training college. Provision of library 
service. Engineering, 179, 11 March 1955, 293. 

A letter to the editor, by Gordon H. Wright, attempts to reconcile two 
conflicting views, as expressed in the English press recently, following issuance 
of a three-part paper entitled Co-operation in engineering research between educa- 
tional institutions and industry, by E. Giffen, V. C. Davies and J. H. R. Nixon. 
This paper was originally summarized under the title Organizing research for the 
small firm in Engineering, 179, 4 February 1955, 132. The authors of the paper 
point to “an apparent failure in the policy of research associations, Aslib, the 
T.LD.U. of D.S.LR. and other government information services to disseminate 
technical data.” Mr. Wright, mentions that ‘“‘at the Aslib conference before 
Christmas, librarians and information officers lamented the fact that few scientists 
and technologists can use the information services profitably.” He refers, 
primarily to “the little attention given in the past to the training of students in 
the use of books.”’ (Taken from Amer. Doc., 6 (3) July 1955). 


5046 Klarheit durch Terminologienormung. [Clarity by means of 
standardization of terminology]. Friederich Lang. Rev. of Doc., 22 (1) 
March 1955, 14-15. 

A report of the 2nd meeting of Technical Committee ISO/TC 37 “Ter- 
minology”’ of the International Standards Organization (ISO), Vienna, October 
1954. 


5047 Methods of preparing economic information bulletins, A. H. 
Chevis and William Davies. Aslib Proc., 7 (2) May 1955, 108-109. 

Frequency of publication—daily, weekly, monthly—will be determined by 
local needs. The abstracting of material calls for accuracy, brevity, clarity of 
presentation, and speed ; inclusion of editorial comment may sometimes be 
justified. Experience is needed in dealing with statistical data. 





5048 The Translation of scientific material—a symposium : 1. Trans- 
lations—how they are being tackled, H. M. Thornton. Aslib Proc., 7 (2) 
May 1955, 63-68. 

Describes the difficulties which led to the breakdown of a co-operative trans- 
lations scheme initiated within the Aslib Textile Group. The Group later 
began publication of a journal devoted to aspects of translating in the textile field. 


5049 The Translation of scientific material—a symposium : 2. Trans- 
lations in the Science Museum Library, Anthony Thompson. Aslib Proc., 
7 (2) May 1955, 68-69. 

Principally the Science Library collects and indexes translations of Russian 
scientific material ; series of published translations from other languages are 
collected but not indexed. 


5050 The Translation of scientific material—a symposium: 3. 
Commonwealth Index to Unpublished Translations and Aslib Panel 
of Specialist Translators, Elizabeth Mackiewicz. Aslib Proc., 7 (2) May 
1955, 69-70. 

As part of a joint Commonwealth project Aslib maintains for the U.K. a card 
index of translations made by over 100 organizations who are willing to lend 
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them to enquirers. Russian and German are best represented in the Index which 
has been found 7% successful in satisfying enquiries. The Aslib Panel of 
Specialist Translators comprises linguists with expert subject knowledge. 


5051 The Translation of scientific material—a symposium: 4. The 
D.S.I-R. and translations, V. J. Gorton. Aslib Proc. , 7 (2) May 1955, 70-72. 


D.S.LR. provides translations of German documents held by T.I.D.U. and 
under the Co-operative Translations Scheme arranges for translations of papers 
published in a selected number of Russian scientific journals. All D.S.LR. 
translations are included in the Commonwealth Index and copies of all Russian 
translations are deposited in the Science Library. 


DOCUMENTARY REPRODUCTION 


5052 Microfilming series of large university and research libraries in 
the United States, Robert H. Muller. Coll. and Res. Libs., 16 (3) July 1955, 
261-266. 

The information yielded by a study of microfilming services at 21 university 
and 8 research libraries in the United States is presented in the form of tables. 
Details are given of microfilming equipment held, of amounts of negative 
microfilm produced, and of the rates charged for microfilming. 


5053. New photocopyer. Lib. J., 80 (7) 1 April 1955, 745. 


Brief description of a photocopying machine offered by Cormac Industries, 
Inc. Called the “Cormac Book-printer” it is said to make copies of tightly 
bound, narrow margined books at a cost of about nine cents and at a speed of 
about 30 seconds per page. (Taken from Amer. Doc., 6 (3) July 1955). 


5054 Some photographic copying methods useful in libraries, Karl 
M. Weigert. PSA, 2 May 1955, 79-80. 

For the use of library visitors who wish to record quickly and cheaply small 
parts of articles or books for further study, three methods of making photo- 
graphic copies are described. All are said to have been tested over a considerable 
period of time and found to be practicable and valuable. They are a reflex 
copying device, the Contoura ; Leica Auxiliary Equipment applied where only 
ordinary room light was available ; and the reflex copying ‘“‘sandwich’’ exposed 
to sunlight or bright sky at the nearest library window. (Taken from Amer. 
Doc., 6 (3) July 1955). 


DOCUMENTATION : Mechanical aids 


5055 Machine literature searching IX. Operational functions of 
automatic equipment, J. W. Perry, Allen Kent and Madeline M. Berry. 
Amer. Doc. 6 (3) July 1955, 166-174. 

The various types of searching and selecting devices can be characterized by 
the following basic operational functions : (i) interaction with a medium (e.g. 
punched cards or magnetic tape) on which one or more significant criteria have 
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been recorded ; (ii) identification of one or more patterns as indicating certain 
criteria ; (iii) interpretation of certain patterns as denoting the beginning and 
end of organized sequences of criteria ; (iv) interpretation of certain patterns 
corresponding to simple characteristics with respect to the semantic significance 
of such criteria ; (v) detection of configurations of logical relationships between 
criteria. 


5056 Two methods of organizing technical information for a search, 
Lea M. Bohnert. Amer. Doc. 6 (3) July 1955, 134-151. 


One method is the traditional library classification, the other is non-hierarchical 
and relies on combinations of general terms to characterize specific ideas. Owing 
to the versatility of punched cards these two methods can be used in conjunction. 
The latter method alone has only been tried in small collections or in marginal 
fields of knowledge. Its practicability for large collections or wide fields of 
knowledge has still to be proved. A comparative study is made of the systems 
operated by the following : the Chemical-Biological Co-ordination Center ; 
U.S. Patent Office ; Welch Medical Library ; the J. W. Perry group : National 
Bureau of Standards, Office of Basic Instrumentation ; Zator Co. ; the Dr. 
Mortimer Taube group. There are seven appendices, each one describing one 
of the systems. 


5057 Every copy an original, Robert J. Pike. Signal, 9 March-April 
1955, 28-29. Illus. 

A description of the “Electronic Messenger” a new facsimile transceiver now 
being produced by Air Associates, Inc. The unit weighs less than 100 pounds 
and is only slightly larger than a typewriter. “Essentially the heart of the 
facsimile equipment is a photo-cell. The photo-cell ‘looks’ at the data to be 
transmitted at the rate of 100 lines to the inch and converts what it sees into 
electric impulses. These are aniplified and transmitted over wire or microwave 
circuits to one or more companion machines at various locations.”’ It is stated 
that the machine “‘transmits exact, permanent copies of any printed or written 
original (including graphs, maps, drawings, sales orders, vouchers, galley proofs) 
in any shape and size up to 84x 14ins.” (Taken from Amer. Doc., 6(3) July 1955). 


5058 Language translation by electronics ; novel application of digital 
computing machines, J. P. Cleave and B. Zacharov. Wireless World, 
September 1955, 433-435. Illus, diagrs. 

The idea of using digital computing machines for the translation of languages 
was first suggested by Dr. A. D. Booth of Birkbeck College in 1946. An 
automatic translation project is now under way at the college research laboratory 
and this article discusses the problem in the light of experience gained so far. It 
illustrates the present trend towards the use of computers more for processing 
information than for straightforward calculation alone. 


ARCHIVES 


5059 Archives of Uganda, Patrick T. English. Amer. Arch., 18 (3) July 
1955, 225-230. 

A potted history of the territory introduces an account of the author’s work 
for some two years in the archives preserved at the Secretariat at Entebbe. He 
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carried out the classification of pamphlets and periodicals (on a different system 
from the book library), as well as of manuscripts dating from 1893. These were 
mainly files of correspondence, with records of the executive and legislative 
councils, of inter-territorial bodies, of the Railway administration and of other 
committees and similar bodies. A calendar of correspondence for 1893-94 was 
made, and a historical map of the Protectorate compiled. 


5060 The National Archives after 20 years, Robert H. Bahmer. Amer. 
Arch., 18 (3) July 1955, 195-205. ; 

An account of the discussions leading up to the establishment of the National 
Archives of the U.S.A. in 1934 introduces the question of a proper relationship 
between that organisation and the working records of the Federal Government. 
Was the building to contain archives or was it to be extra space for the records 
and files of departments with attendant staff? The archivists won the argument, 
but the flood of archives led to building record centres where bulk could be housed 
and higher standards of selectivity applied to material for permanent preservation 
either at the National Archives or locally at the Record Centre. As well by 
scheduling records for destruction the problem of storage would also be eased 
by better quality records, which is the work of Records Management, a new but 
separate function of the U.S. Archivist. 


5061 The National Archives and the archival theorist, Ernst Posner. 
Amer. Arch., 18 (3) July 1955, 207-216. 


Reflections on the history and achievement in organization, records disposal 
and arrangement, technique and reference services of the National Archives of 
the U.S.A. by an archival theorist who pleads for “spiritual rewards” for the 
staff in research work, and also for more exchanges between National Archives 
and other archival agency staffs—to assume a role in the U.S. which it has played 
on the international scene. 


5062 The Augustana College archives, O. Fritiof Ander. Illinois Libs., 
37 (6) June 1955, 168-175. 


The archives consist of primary historical material both printed and manu- 
script relating to Swedish immigrants in America. T. N. Hasselquist, who in 
1863 became the second President of Augustana College sought to make the 
College a depository of this material collecting whatever literature in Swedish 
was published in America. Since his death in 1890, several other collections of 
Swedish-Americana have been received. Manuscript and unpublished records of 
the Augustana Lutheran Church are to be handed over to the Augustana Theo- 
logical Seminary. The manuscript records dealing generally with the Swedish 
immigrant are grouped under their former owners or authors, and some 40 
such groups are briefly described. 


5063 Lost and found, Boyd C. Shafer. Amer. Arch., 18 (3) July 1955, 
217-223. 

Treats of the interdependence of historian and archivist, particularly in dealing 
with the vast accumulations of modern historical material, and pleads for a 
historical guide to the agencies of the U.S. Government and a historian’s guide 
to sources and collections. 
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5064 Oral history can be worthwhile, Vaughn Davis Bornet. Amer, 
Arch., 18 (3) July 1955, 241-253. 

Defines oral history and draws a distinction with ordinary interviews, analyses 
oral material used in published works on Henry Ford (see LSA 4743), and postu- 
lates 14 standards for equipment, interviews (with special emphasis on eliminating 
bias in the interviewer) and transcripts—the final records. 


5065 Recent developments in municipal records, Richard Ruddell. 
Amer. Arch., 18 (3) July 1955, 255-266. 

Business interest in records administration has led to a recent awakening to 
the need for programmes in the preservation of municipal archives in extension 
of existing programmes of destruction. The great need is for integrated pro- 
grammes covering all departments, which would retain only current documents 
(estimated 50% destruction, 25% current and 25% inactive or historical). This 
would be helped by uniform state legislation. New York, Philadelphia and 
San Francisco have programmes of records management, and the first two also 
of microfilming and archive preservation. (See LSA 3312 and Amer. Arch. 14 
(1), 47-57). 


5066 The Records Section: space, location and layout, Olive R. 
Surgen. Amer. Arch., 18 (3) July 1955, 231-240. Plans. 

Discusses centralized and decentralized filing departments, and their layout 
in regard to the space available. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


5067 Los libros cubanos mas pequefios. [The smallest Cuban books]. 
Berta Becerra. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 6 (4) December 1954, 82-84. _ Illus. 

“Smallest” is preferable to “miniature”, “‘lilliputian”, “microscopic” as a 
term to describe books of small size. Such a book does not exceed 54mm. 
34mm. by general consensus of authorities, These books became popular 
during the 17th century as a means of religious propaganda, easily smuggled 
across frontiers. In the 19th century, small books found fresh favour at the hands 
of Didot. The first issued in Cuba was the 1833 calendar of the Diocese of 
Havana, then known as the Bishopric. Until 1850 it measured 60mm. x 40mm. 
when the size increased. Recent books of small proportions include the text 
of an agricultural law (55mm. x 42mm.), regulations for celebrating the cen- 
tenary of José Marti (55mm. x 43mm.), and El mundo antillano by Emeterio 
Santovenia, in addition to several devotional works. 


5068 Corriere d'Inghilterra. [News from England]. Gordon Wright. 
Bibliofilia, 56 (3) 1954, 238-241. 

This is the first appearance of a new feature in Bibliofilia, the present article 
being mainly devoted to a survey of trends in the antiquarian book market, 
touching on such topics as the passing of private collections under the hammer 
and the breaking up of finely illustrated works like Gould, Levaillant, Buffon 
for the sake of the plates. The policy of showing libraries such as Chatsworth 
on television accompanied by an invitation to the general public to visit them 
is criticised as likely to lead to the invasion of these libraries by uninformed crowds, 
attracted merely by the fabulous value of the collections. 
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5069 The early bibliography of Southern Italy : II. Bari, D. E. Rhodes. 
Bibliofilia, 56 (3) 1954, 216-224. 

(See LSA 4153). The Operette of Niccolo Antonio Carmignano, printed by 
Gillibert Nehou, a Frenchman, in 1535, was the only book printed in Bari, or 
in Apulia, with one exception, during the sixteenth century. The author notes 
eight other printers known to have worked before 1700 and lists 27 works with 
notes referring to existing literature on each and giving the location of copies. 


5070 Passio Domini Nostri Iesu Christi: Frammento tipografico della 
Biblioteca Parsoniana. [Passio Domini Nostri Iesu Christi: A Typo- 
graphical fragment in the Parsons Library]. Lamberto Donati. Bibliofilia, 
56 (3) 1954, 181-215. Facsims. 

Examining Haebler’s theory of thirty years ago that this little work may date 
from soon after 1462, thus antedating the Lactantius and De Oratore of Subiaco, 
the author, with detailed reasoning and a wealth of illustration, concludes that 
there are no sure grounds for concluding that the Passio really was the first work 
printed in Italy. Both illustrations and type are examined in detail and the latter 
pronounced to be unconnected with the school of Gutenberg but to owe their 
archaic form to the backwardness of the small provincial centre in which they 
were produced. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : General Services and National Bibliographies 


5071 La Bibliographie Bulgare [Bulgarian Bibliography]. Todor Borov. 
Rev. of Doc., 22 (1) March 1955, 13. 

During the Turkish occupation of Bulgaria only about 1,800 books and 100 
periodicals were published. After liberation in 1878, this total grew rapidly 
until in the last 30 years it reached about 3,000 yearly. In 1893 T. Balan published 
a Bulgarian bibliography which gave an account of Bulgarian books up to 1878. 
A second edition was published in 1909 and gave a list of 15,000 books and peri- 
odicals in alphabetical order. In 1893 I. Ivanov published “The periodical 
press in Bulgaria from the national rebirth to the present day”. Vol. I, 1844-1890 
enumerates in chronological order all the periodicals and reviews. In 1923, 
V. Pogorelov drew up a list of Bulgarian books printed in 1802-1877. In 1897 
a law was passed to ensure that a copy of every published work was deposited 
in the National Library and a bibliographical bulletin was also published. In 
1944 the study of Bulgarian bibliography was taken over by the state and the 
Bulgarian Bibliographical Institute began work in 1945. A catalogue of Bul- 
garian books, 1878-1944 with 120,000 entries and one of periodicals, 1844-1944 
with 8,500 were drawn up. In 1948 this catalogue was extended to include 
pamphlets. It is hoped that these catalogues will be published in 1956 and 1957. 


5072 Un Importante opera di consultazione [An important reference 
work]. Parola, 38 (3-4) March-April 1955, 115. 


The Milan Fair has given rise to the Italian booksellers’ collective catalogue. 
A new and valuable work containing the publications of 183 firms. Two 
volumes, containing in all 2,866 pages, combine the various catalogues, giving 
bibliographical details for each work, including price and weight. There are 
author and publisher indexes, the latter arranged according to the specialised 
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interests of the firms. The work has been edited by Dr. Zirano for the Italian 
Publishers’ Association (Associazione Italiana Editori). 


5073 Die Unionsbiicherkammer in Moskau. Nationalbibliographie 
und Zentralkatalogisierung. [The National Book Chamber of the Soviet 
Union. National Bibliography and Central Cataloguing]. Gottfried Giinther 
Z.f. Bib., 69 (5-6) May-June 1955, 188-208. 

This institution is the leading bibliographical centre, archives for all printed 
matter, and the copyright office of the USSR. It acts as bibliographical in- 
formation bureau, prepares statistical reports on Soviet book production, and 
produces printed catalogue cards. Its Kniznaja letopis (Book Annals), the major 
work, has been described by Whitby as the “‘best national catalog in the world”, 
whose compilers are faced with a book production in 119 languages using several 
different alphabets. In addition to a number of primary bibliographies various 
subject bibliographies are published including the Bibliografija sovietskoj bibliografi 
(Bibliography of Soviet Bibliographies). 


5074 The revised STC: a progress report, William A. Jackson. Book 
Collector, 4 (1) Spring 1955, 16-27. 

The author, together with F. S. Ferguson, is checking every item in the 1926 
edition of the STC for a revised edition to be published in the future. Statistics 
of corrections, etc. needed are given based on work completed, also examples 
and the methods used. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : Subject 


5075 La bibliographie en 1952-1953. [Bibliography in 1952-1953]. 
L. N. Malclés, A.B.C.D., (14) March-April 1954, 396-406. 


A list of approximately 380 bibliographies published in 1952-53, under 15 
subject headings. 


5076 Suggestions to a psychiatric investigator on the use of biblio- 
graphical resources, Barbara Coe Johnson and Robert L. McFarland. Bull. 
Med. Lib. Assn., 43 (3) July 1955, 347-355. 

The usefulness of this article is wider than its title suggests, since its first half 
provides an excellent summary of how one should select a subject and prepare 
oneself for the research on it (with many extremely practical ‘‘time-savers”). 
The latter part of the article is a critical bibliography of the principal current 
abstracting and indexing sources. 


5077 Hacia una bibliografia cronolégica en torno a la letra y el espiritu 
de Azorin, Dionisio Gamallo Fierros, (with) Ediciones de las obras del 
Excmo. Sr. D. José Martinez Ruiz (Azorin), Maria Teresa Saenz Prats. 
[Notes towards a chronological bibliography of works relating to the mind 
and writings of Azorin (with) Editions of the works of Azorin]. Bol. Dir. 
Gen., 4 (27) March-April 1955, unpaged supplement (21 p.) 
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5078 Books on European costume, Brian Reade. Brit. Bk. News, 
(180) August 1955, 1147-1151. 

An account of twentieth century works on the theory of fashion and the 
history of costume, by a member of the Victoria and Albert Museum staff. 
The selection is confined to books published in Great Britain. 


5079 English fiction: 1951-1954, Walter Allen. Brit. Bk. News (178) 
June 1955, 1023-1027 ; (179) July 1955, 1081-1085. 
A survey of the best novels published in Britain. 


5080 Nathaniel Hawthorne, the years of fulfilment, 1804-1853, 
John D. Gordan. Bull. N.Y. Publ. Lib., 59 (3-6) March-June 1955, 154-165 ; 
198-217 ; 259-269 ; 316-321. 

The Catalogue of an exhibition in N.Y. Publ. Lib. of items by and about 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, coming almost exclusively from the Berg Collection 
of N.Y.P.L. The list contains 144 entries. 


5081 The provision of material for the historian—books, H. G. Miller. 
N.Z. Libs., 18 (3) April 1955, 57-62. 

A description of the generally helpful books, excluding parliamentary and official 
publications and local history. Bibliographies and general histories are described 
first. Books on special periods are dealt with in two periods, first the period of 
missions, European settlement and race conflict ending about 1870 and then 
the period since. Other source material, often particularly valuable, is in books 
containing descriptions of New Zealand and New Zealanders but not mainly 
about New Zealand, and several such works are mentioned. 


5082 John G. Marvin and the founding of American legal biblio- 
graphy, Howard Jay Graham. Law Lib. J., 48 (3) August 1955, 194-211. 
Marvin’s 800-page Legal bibliography (Philadelphia 1847) was a pioneer work 
in its subject, in England as well as in America ; its detailed descriptions and 
annotations make it still useful. Marvin’s career is related in some detail. 


5083. Tools for medical libraries, 1952-1954. A selected list of reference 
books in medicine and allied fields, Charlotte Kenton. Bull. Med. Lib. 
Assn., 43 (3) July 1955, 381-393. 

(See LSA 2318). “The earlier list was intended to provide a core collection 
and surveyed only titles which illustrated the types of reference and quasi- 
reference tools available. Since a coverage of only two years is attempted here, 
more specific examples and more specialties are included. Biochemistry, 
clearinghouses for current research, and graphic materials are more prominently 
covered . . . . Representative bibliographies, reviews, directories, and nomen- 
clatures are cited for government and national organizations with extensive 
publishing activities... ” 
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5084 A medico-biographical bibliography for leisure-time reading, 
Jerome M. Schneck, Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 43 (3) July 1955, 402-404. 
Biography is often a pleasant and useful introduction to medical history, 
whether for the student, general practitioner, or specialist. This list, although 
a personal one, may prove useful to the medical librarian who wishes to pursue 
this aim, or who is asked to recommend something for spare-time reading. 


5085 Musique profane italienne des 16e et 17e siécles dans les biblio- 
théques frangaises. [Secular Italian music of the 16th and 17th centuries in 
French libraries]. Nanie Bridgman. Fontes Artis Musicae, (1) 1955, 40-59. 

A catalogue of 32 unique items discovered by the French team of the Inter- 
national Inventory of Musical Sources. The preface and table of contents of 
each item are transcribed. 


5086 Polnische wissenschaftliche Zeitschriften. {Polish scientific periodi- 
cals]. G.N. DFW., 3 (9-10) June 1955, 76-77. Illus. 

Prasa i ksiazka, the 1955 periodical directory, lists some 200 scientific titles. 
Some appear in western European language editions, others carry translated 
contents lists, but the inajority contain informative homotopic abstracts in 
French, German and Russian. All are indexed in the monthly Bibliografia 
zawartosci czasopism published by the bibliographical institute of the National 
Library. The article quotes about 80 titles and indicates multi-lingual editions. 


5087 Railway history: a supplement to Peddie, William J. Skillern. 
Lib. World, 56 (657) March 1955, 139-143. 
A bibliography of individual railway histories, 1943-1954. 


5088 A selected bibliography in science education, Meredith R. Vickers 
and Robert C. Vickers. Aspects of Libnp., (6) Fall 1954. 18p. 

A bibliography designed for those who are or will be responsible for teaching 
science. Divided into three sections (i) material for the undergraduate, (ii) for 
the graduate student, and (iii) for the science teacher. 


5089 Books on the production of Shakespeare, Robert Speaight. Brit. 
Bk. News, (181) September 1955, 1213-1217. 

The improvement in the staging of Shakespeare’s plays during this century 
is briefly surveyed, with particular reference to the work of William Poel and 
Harley Granville-Barker, and the article lists a selection of books which have 
influenced this development, or have chronicled it. 


THE ART OF THE BOOK: Paper, typography, binding, 
illustration 


5090 The London Society of Master Letter-Founders, 1793-1820, 
A. E. Musson. Library, 5th ser. 10 (2) June 1955, 86-102. 

An account, based on a manuscript minute-book of the Society, of the trans- 
actions of the Society and of the firms who were its members. The Society's 
actions in relation to stereotyping and to machine type-founding, and their 
negotiations with printers over price-fixing, are described. 
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5091 The private press in Illinois, Paul Spence. _ Illinois Libs., 37 (6) June 
1955, 162-167. 


The first was established in 1897 ; since then there have been 21 presses, the 
latest being set up in 1955. In 1903 Frederick Goudy and Will Ransom operated 
the Village Press for a year at Park Ridge. Several presses are still in active 
existence. Sources are given in footnotes. The chronology gives first name 
of press and any later names, years of origin and termination, owner and place. 


5092 The children’s book exhibition at the Pierpont Morgan library, 
Walter Schatzki. Book Collector, 4 (1) Spring 1955, 34-44. Plates. 


A description of some of the exhibits, reputed to have been the rarest ever 
brought together, some being on view for the first time. Mr. Herbert Cahoon, 
Curator of Autograph, Manuscript and Later Printed Books arranged the 
exhibition. 


5093 La “‘Mostra del Libro per il Fanciullo” di Mogadiscio. [The 
Mogadiscio “Exhibition of Books for Children”]. E.A. Parola, 38 (3-4) 
March-April 1955, 92-94. Illus. 


The exhibition was open from December 1954 until January 12th 1955. The 
opening ceremony was performed by the Administrator Ambassador in the 
presence of the Apostolic Vicar of Somaliland, the British Consul, and high 
officials of the Trustee Administration. Professor Ambrosino, in an inaugural 
address, stressed the importance of books as educational tools. Series published 
by many Italian publishers were represented. Many of those from the SEI 
Company were given by the firm itself. Authors included Swift, Vamba, 
Collodi, Capuana, Andersen and Disney and books ranged from editions of 
the Arabian nights to picture books for the very young. The exhibition appealed 
to the children who visited it and adults were impressed by the quality of the 
books shown. Parents were urged not to choose solely on the basis of price 
or luxurious production but to consider the books as works of art. 


5094 Children’s taste in book illustration, F. R. Witty. Sch. Lib., 7 (4) 
March 1955, 248-255. 


This article describes a series of experiments over{a period of years with boys 
and girls in two secondary schools in different areas to find out what they liked 
and disliked. The influencing factors were : (i) Subject ; (ii) Vigour of drawing; 
and colour ; (iii) Mere size of picture. The first three experiments are described 
in detail and indicate : (i) Types of illustration used for experiment ; (ii) The 
illustrations listed in order of preference for boys and girls ; (iii). The facts 
emerging from the totalling of their preferences. Results of these experiments 
were confirmed by later experiments in another secondary modern school in 
a different district. Seven chief expressions of opinion gathered from various 
children are listed at the end of the article. 


THE BOOK TRADE 


5095 Organisation of the book trade, Blackwood Paul. N.Z. Libs., 
18 (2) March 1955, 31-39 ; 18 (3) April 1955, 68-75. 

There is nothing orderly about the book trade—the good author, publisher 
and bookseller often fare badly as is shown in the brief survey given of 
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authorship and publishing in England. The paper-back trade is to some extent 
endangering the position of the hard-bound book but its market is limited 
was found in America. In the future, the book trade may go the American way 
—higher prices, reduced output and heavy advertising—or ‘the paper-back 
may come into greater prominence, but probably present trends will continue 
with slightly higher prices, lower output and a slightly more important place 
for the paper-back. Without best-sellers no bookseller who maintains a 
comprehensive stock can stay in business. They are therefore loathe to see the 
sale of fastselling books taken over by the departmental stores as happened in 
America where bookshops have been forced into the back streets. The bes 
bookseller also depends on the business of the public library. The best method 
of book selection is to do so from the stock of a good bookshop, thus avoiding 
possible errors and obtaining books immediately after publication. The best 
type of bookseller has the stock from which this can be done and he deserves 
the library’s business, since he is providing a good service to the community, 
Yet his function has been underrated by librarians. In the future the new author 
of imaginative work especially will need more help. There is also room for 
more consultation between librarian and publisher, and librarian and bookseller, 
The general improvement in New Zealand bookshops has been greatly influenced 
by the immense improvement in public libraries. A postscript discusses the 
greater discount given by wholesalers to commercial libraries compared with the 
discount given to public libraries by booksellers. 


5096 Book business in South Africa, G. F. Laurence. S. Afr. Libs., 2 
(4) 1955, 123-125. 


A rapid increase in the reading public makes it possible for South African 
firms to publish more titles and increase production standards. Publishing in 
English meets competition from overseas, in Africaans is undecided in purpos 
and in the Native languages is still to be organised. Costs are outlined. Lib- 
raries are welcomed as stimulants to book buying. 


5097 U.S. book trade statistics. Bookseller, (2571) April 1955, 1144-1145. 


Gives the figures for 1954 of the U.S. book trade, quoted from the Publisher’ 
Weekly, including percentages of types of books, export statistics and best-seller 
lists. 


AUTHORS, PUBLISHERS, READERS 


5098 Indecent Publications Amendment Act, 1954, D. M. Wylie 
N.Z. Libs., 17 (10) November-December 1954, 229-235. 


The report of the Special Committee on Moral Delinquency in Children and 
Adolescents was followed a week after publication by the passing of this Act, 
amending the Act of 1910. This hastiness gave neither time nor opportunity 
to interested bodies to put forward their views on the legislation proposed by 
the Committee and enacted in this Act. The report of the Committee is ex- 
amined. The new legislation has brought under one heading all publications, 
including comics, instead of treating comics separately and leaving other pub- 
lications to the 1910 Act. A difficult section in the Amendment Act for librarians 
is that anything they put even in an adult collection is likely to be seen by an 
impressionable adult or adolescent and can be held to be indecent if it tends to 
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deprave, though intent will be considered. The various matters to be taken 
into account by a magistrate in arriving at a definition of indecency are given. 
The position will need careful watching as regards the Recess Committee which 
js to consider further the recommendations of the Committee of Inquiry and 
also future administrators of the law. 


5099 Some implications of the ‘comics question’ fiasco, G. W. Turner. 
N.Z. Libs., 17 (10) November-December 1954, 236-237. 


The key to the bad legislation enacted to control comics lies in the pre- 
occupation of the library profession with the old battle against censorship— 
the flabby liberalism which tolerates good and bad equally and has inspired 
free and rental collections and a large proportion of popular books in library 
stocks. If they really believed in the value of good books they would be in- 
tolerant not of any part of the truth but of the half-alive recreational reading. 
Some general policy clarification is required indicating that rental collections 
are a regrettable compromise which will wither away as soon as possible. 


5100 The British House of Commons and obscene publications. N.Z. 
Libs. 17 (10) November-December 1954, 241-244. 


In view of the casual way in which the New Zealand Parliament made amend- 
ments to the Indecent Publications Act without consulting interested persons 
or bodies, a debate in October 1954 in the British House of Commons with 
speeches by H. Montgomery Hyde and Roy Jenkins on the subjects of prosecution 
for obscene publications and of children’s horror comics, and the reply of the 
Under-Secretary at the Home Office, Sir Hugh Lucas-Tooth, is reported. It 
illustrates how differently the Mother of Parliaments treated the subject. 


5101 Censorship : (i) Moral aspects, by Rev. Paul N. Carnes ; (ii) Legal 
aspects, by Forrest J. Cavalier., Lib. J., 80(12) June 15th 1955, 1445-1451. 
Port. 

Speeches on the “Anatomy of Censorship” given at the Ohio Library Associa- 
tion meeting at Youngstown. The Rev. Carnes would have legislation only 
to ban the manifestly obscene, i.e. “dirt for dirt’s sake”. He believes that 
censorship is not merely a legal question but a moral and theological one. Legis- 
lation is the easy way out and as such appeals to many people but the best attack 
is to foster an appreciation of good literature. Mr. Cavalier outlines the legisla- 
tion on obscene publications in U.S. generally and in Ohio specifically. He is 
of the opinion that enforcement of censorship by law and judicial ‘decree will 
always present a most difficult problem but that it is still essential. 


5102 Jugendgefahrdung durch Schrifttum. [The danger to youth 
through books]. Maria Steinhoff.  Méitteilungsblatt (Nordrhein-Westfalen) 
NE. 5 (4) 1 July 1955, 87-89. 


Two conferences at the State Library School were devotedto this subject. 
Papers were read on the working of the law to protect young people against 
harmful literature, on the measures taken abroad to combat the danger and on 
comics. Comics were condemned as a special danger, not only for their subject 
matter but also for their method of presentation which degraded the printed 
word. The importance of public libraries both as active and passive agents in 
this struggle was emphasised. 
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5103 Reading in Bulgaria. Lib. World, 56 (660) June 1955, 204. 

A brief account of the Report submitted to the 25th Congress of the Peop! 
Reading Centres, Sofia, December 1954, illustrating the scope of the Cur 
as cultural agencies. 


BIOGRAPHY 


5104 John Langdon Sibley, Librarian, Clifford K. Shipton. Harvail 
Lib. Bull., 9 (2) Spring 1955, 236-261. 


An account of the career and work of Sibley, who first joined the staff F 
Harvard library in 1821 and was librarian from 1856 to 1877. 


5105 Carl Vitz, Charles H. Compton. Bull. of Bib., 21 (6) January-Apal 


1955, 121-123. Port. 

Carl Vitz was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, in}1883. He graduated from 
Western Reserve University and New York State Library Schools, going ii 
1907 to Washington, D.C., Public Library and from there to the New York 
State Library and Cleveland P.L. In 1922 he became Librarian of the Toledo 
P.L. and in 1937 Librarian of the Minneapolis P.L. In 1946 he was appointed 


Librarian of the Cincinnati P.L. where, after extensive library planning em 


perience, he planned the new building opened in 1955. Vitz was President 
the A.L.A. 1944-1945, and first President of the Public Libraries Division of thé 
A.L.A. 1946-1947. He gave valuable assistance in the fight to obtain fe 
aid for libraries and was leader in the Library Development Fund Campaign 
provide for an A.L.A. representative at Washington. 
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